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INTRODUCTION. 


William Hickling Prescott was born at Salem in Massachusetts, 
in 1796, and died in 1859. He was a graduate of Harvard, and set 
before him as a model for his own life the laborious historical 
research of Gibbon. His resolve was not shaken when he met with 
an accident which almost deprived him of his sight. Undaunted by 
pain and difficulty, he carried on his studies with the aid of readers, 
and what writing he must needs do himself was done with the aid 
of a clumsy writing-machine. His own description of the manner 
in which he did his work, full of modesty and written in order to 
disclaim any right to indulgence, is both touching and inspiring. 

His first work, that on Ferdinand and Isabella , was published in 
1837. Six years later, in 1843, he brought out his History of the 
Conquest of Mexico, to be followed in 1847 by the Conquest of Peru* 
After a short visit to Europe in 1850, he set to work at the History 
of the Reign of Philip //., of which two volumes were published in 
1855, and the third in 1858. His death in 1859 cut the work short, 
unfinished. 

Prescott’s fame rests on his literary qualities. As a historian he 
had to work with defective material, and without a keen critical 
faculty. His authorities were too often misleading, prejudiced, or 
ignorant ; and the materials which are now accessible for this subject, 
especially the results of archaeology, were to a great extent lacking 
then. But his instinct for romance, and his power of telling a story, 
enabled him so to treat his two great romantic themes, that they 
will always be read with delight even by those who are able to see 
their mistakes. 

The present volume is a much abbreviated account of the journeys 
to Peru which it includes. 


I 




THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 


After the untimely death of his commander, Pizarro 
attached himself to the fortunes of Pedrarias, and was 
employed by that governor in several military expeditions, 
which, if they afforded nothing else, gave him the requi- 
site training for the perils and privations that lay in the 
path of the future Conqueror of Peru. 

In 1515, he was selected, with another cavalier named 
Morales, to cross the Isthmus and traffic with the natives 
on the shores of the Pacific. And there, while engaged 
in collecting his booty of gold and pearls from the neigh- 
bouring islands, as his eye ranged along the shadowy 
line of coast till it faded in the distance, his imagination 
may have been first fired with the idea of, one day, 
attempting the conquest of the mysterious regions beyond 
the mountains. On the removal of the seat of govern- 
ment across the Isthmus to Panama, Pizarro accom- 
panied Pedrarias, and his name became conspicuous 
among the cavaliers who extended the line of conquest 
to the north over the martial tribes of Veragua. But all 
these expeditions, whatever glory they may have brought 
him, were productive of very little gold ; and, at the age 
of fifty, the Captain Pizarro found himself in possession 
only of a tract of unhealthy land in the neighbourhood 
of the capital, and of such repartimienfos of the natives 
as were deemed suited to his military services. 

5 
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Such was Pizarro’s situation when, in 1522, Andagoya 
returned from his unfinished enterprise to the south of 
Panamd, bringing back with him more copious accounts 
than any hitherto received of the opulence and grandeur 
of the countries that lay beyond. It was at this time, 
too, that the splendid achievements of Cortes made their 
impression on the public mind, and gave a new impulse 
to the spirit of adventure. Pizarro found this in two 
individuals of the colony, who took too important a part 
in the subsequent transactions not to be particularly 
noticed, f 

One of them, Diego de Almagro, was a soldier of 
fortune, somewhat older, it seems probable, than Pizarro ; 
though little is known of his birth, and even the place of 
it is disputed. 

The other member of the confederacy was Hernando 
de Luque, a Spanish ecclesiastic, who exercised the func- 
tions of vicar of Panami, and had formerly filled the 
office of schoolmaster in the Cathedral of Darien. He 
seems to have been a man of singular prudence and 
knowledge of the world ; and by his respectable qualities 
had acquired considerable influence in the little com- 
munity to which he belonged, as well as the control of 
funds. 

Their first step was to execute the memorable contract 
which served as the basis of their future arrangements. 
The instrument, after invoking in the most solemn 
manner the names of the Holy Trinity and Our Lady the 
Blessed Virgin, sets forth, that, whereas the parties have 
full authority to discover and subdue the countries and 
provinces lying south of the Gulf, belonging to the 
empire of Peru, and as Fernando de Luque had ad- 
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vanced the funds for the enterprise in bars of gold of 
the value of twenty thousand pesos, they mutually bind 
themselves to divide equally among them the whole of 
the conquered territory; treasures of every kind, gold, 
silver, and precious stones, — to one-third even of all 
vassals, rents, and emoluments arising from such grants 
as may be conferred by the crown on either of his mili- 
tary associates, to be held for his own use, or for that of 
his heirs, assigns, or legal representative. 

The two captains solemnly engage to devote them- 
selves exclusively to the present undertaking until it is 
accomplished ; and, in case of failure in their part of the 
covenant, they pledge themselves to reimburse Luque 
for his advances. 

The commanders, Pizarro and Almagro, made oath, 
in the name of God and the Holy Evangelists, sacredly 
to keep this covenant, swearing it on the missal, on 
which they traced with their own hands the sacred 
emblem of the cross. To give still greater efficacy to 
the compact, Father Luque administered the sacrament 
to the parties, dividing the consecrated wafer into three 
portions, of which each one of them partook ; while the 
by-standers, says an historian, were affected to tears by 
this spectacle of the solemn ceremonial with which these 
men voluntarily devoted themselves to a sacrifice that 
seemed little short of insanity. 

The instrument, which was dated March io, 1526, was 
subscribed by Luque, and attested by three respectable 
citizens of Panami, one of whom signed on behalf of 
Pizarro, and the other for AlmagTo ; since neither of these 
parties, according to the avowal of the instrument, was 
able to subscribe his own name. 
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Such was the singular compact by which three obscure 
individuals coolly carved out and partitioned among 
themselves, an empire of whose extent, power, and re- 
sources, of whose situation, of whose existence, even, 
they had no sure or precise knowledge. The positive 
and unhesitating manner in which they speak of the 
grandeur of this empire, of its stores of wealth, so com- 
fortable to the event, but of which they could have really 
known so little, forms a striking contrast with the general 
scepticism and indifference manifested by nearly every 
other person, high and low, in the community of 
Panamd. 

Having completed these preliminary arrangements, the 
three associates lost no time in making preparations for 
the voyage. Two vessels were purchased, larger and 
every way better than those employed on the former 
occasion. Stores were laid in, as experience dictated, on 
a larger scale than before, and proclamation was made of 
11 an expedition to Peru ”. The two captains succeeded 
in mustering about one hundred and sixty men, making 
altogether a very inadequate force for the conquest of an 
empire. A few horses were also purchased, and a better 
supply of ammunition and military stores than before, 
though still on a very limited scale. 

Thus indifferently provided, the two captains, each in 
his own vessel, again took their departure from Panamd, 
under the direction of Bartholomew Ruiz, a sagacious 
and resolute pilot. Without touching at the intervening 
points of the coast, they stood farther out to sea, steering 
direct for the Rio de San Juan. Entering the mouth of 
the river they saw the banks well-lined with Indian 
habitations ; and Pizarro, disembarking at the head of a 
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party of soldiers, succeeded in surprising a small village, 
and carrying off a considerable booty of gold ornaments 
found in the dwellings, together with a few of the natives. 
Flushed with their success, the two chiefs were confident 
that the sight of the rich spoil so speedily obtained could 
not fail to draw adventurers to their standard in Panama ; 
and, as they felt more than ever the necessity of a 
stronger force to cope with the thickening population of 
the country which they were now to penetrate, it was 
decided that Almagro should return with the treasure 
and beat up for reinforcements, w'hile the pilot Ruiz, in 
the other vessel, should reconnoitre the country towards 
the south, and obtain such information as might deter- 
mine their future movements. Pizarro, with the rest of 
the force, would remain in the neighbourhood of the 
river, as he was assured by the Indian prisoners, that not 
far in the interior was an open reach of country, where 
he and his men could find comfortable quarters. This 
arrangement was instantly put in execution. We will 
first accompany the intrepid pilot in his cruise towards 
the south. 

Coasting along the great continent, with his canvas still 
spread to favourable winds, the first place at which Ruiz 
cast anchor was off the little island of Gallo, about two 
degrees north. The inhabitants, who were not numerous, 
were prepared to give him a hostile reception, — for 
tidings of the invaders had preceded them along the 
country, and even reached this insulated spot As the 
object of Ruiz was to explore, not to conquer, he did not 
care to entangle himself in hostilities with the natives ; 
so, changing his purpose of landing, he weighed anchor, 
and ran down the coast as far as what is now called the 
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Bay of St. Matthew. The country, which, as he 
advanced, continued to exhibit evidence of a better 
culture as well as of a more dense population than the 
parts hitherto seen, was crowded, along the shores, with 
spectators, who gave no signs of fear or hostility. They 
stood gazing on the vessel of the white men as it glided 
smoothly into the crystal waters of the bay, fancying it, 
says an old writer, some mysterious being descended 
from the skies. 

Without staying long enough on this friendly coast to 
undeceive the simple people, Ruiz, standing off shore, 
struck out into the deep sea ; but he had not sailed 
far in that direction, when he was surprised by the sight 
of a vessel, seeming in the distance like a caravel of con- 
siderable size, traversed by a large sail that carried it 
sluggishly over the waters. The old navigator was not a 
little perplexed by this phenomenon, as he was confident 
no European bark could have been before him in these 
latitudes, and no Indian nation yet discovered, not even 
the civilized Mexican, was acquainted with the use of sails 
in navigation. As he drew near, he found it was a large 
vessel, or rather raft called balsa by the natives, consist- 
ing of a number of huge timbers of a light, porous wood, 
tightly lashed together, with a frail flooring of reeds 
raised on them by way of deck. Two masts or sturdy 
poles, erected in the middle of the vessel, sustained a 
large square sail of cotton, while a rude kind of rudder 
and a movable keel, made of plank inserted between the 
logs, enabled the mariner to give a direction to the float- 
ing fabric, which held on its course without the aid of 
oar or paddle. 

On coming alongside, Ruiz found several Indians, 
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both men and women, on board, some with rich orna- 
ments on their persons, besides several articles wrought 
with considerable skill in gold and silver, which they 
were carrying for purposes of traffic to the different 
places along the coast. But what most attracted his 
attention was the woollen cloth of which some of their 
dresses were made. It was of a fine texture, delicately 
embroidered with figures of birds and flowers, and dyed in 
brilliant colours. He also observed in the boat a pair of 
balances made to weigh the precious metals. His astonish- 
ment at these proofs of ingenuity and civilization, so 
much higher than anything he had ever seen in the 
country, was heightened by the intelligence which he 
collected from some of these Indians. Two of them had 
come from Tumbez, a Peruvian port, some degrees to 
the south; and they gave him to understand, that in 
their neighbourhood the fields were covered with large 
flocks of the animals from which the wool was obtained, 
and that gold and silver were almost as common as wood 
in the palaces of their monarch. The Spaniards listened 
greedily to reports which harmonized so well with their 
fond desires. Though half distrusting the exaggeration, 
Huiz resolved to detain some of the Indians, including 
the natives of Tumbez, that they might repeat the won- 
drous tale to his commander, and at the same time, by 
learning the Castilian, might hereafter serve as inter- 
preters with their countrymen. The rest of the party he 
suffered to proceed without further interruption on their 
voyage. Then holding on his course, the prudent pilot, 
without touching at any other point of the coast, advanced 
as far as the Punta de Pasado, about half a degree south, 
having the glory of being the first European who, sailing 
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in this direction on the Pacific, had crossed the equinoc- 
tial line. This was the limit of his discoveries; on 
reaching which he tacked about, and standing away to 
the north, succeeded, after an absence of several weeks, 
in regaining the spot where he had left Pizarro and his 
comrades. 

It was high time ; for the spirits of that little band had 
been sorely tried by the perils they had encountered. 
On the departure of his vessels Pizarro marched into the 
interior, in the hope of finding the pleasant champaign 
country which had been promised him by the natives. 
But at every step the forests seemed to grow denser and 
darker, and the trees towered to a height such as he had 
never seen, even in these fruitful regions, where Nature 
works on so gigantic a scale. Hill continued to rise 
above hill, as he advanced, rolling onward, as it were, by 
successive waves to join that colossal barrier of the 
Andes, whose frosty sides, far away above the clouds, 
spread out like a curtain of burnished silver, that seemed 
to connect the heavens with the earth. 

On crossing these woody eminences, the forlorn 
adventurers would plunge into ravines of frightful 
depth where the exhalations of a humid soil steamed 
up amidst the incense of sweet-scented flowers, which 
shone through the deep glooms in every conceivable 
variety of colour. Birds, especially of the parrot tribe, 
mocked this fantastic variety of nature with tints as 
brilliant as those of the vegetable world. Monkeys 
chattered in crowds above their heads, and made 
grimaces like the fiendish spirits of these solitudes ; while 
hideous reptiles, engendered in the slimy depths of the 
pools, gathered round the footsteps of the wanderers. 
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Here was seen the gigantic boa, coiling his unwieldy 
folds about the trees, so as hardly to be distinguished 
from their trunks, till he was ready to dart upon his 
prey ; and alligators lay basking on the borders of the 
streams, or, gliding under the waters, seized their incau- 
tious victim before he was aware of their approach. 
Many of the Spaniards perished miserably in this way, 
and others were waylaid by the natives, who kept a 
jealous eye on their movements, and availed themselves 
of every opportunity to take them at advantage. Four- 
teen of Pizarro’s men were cut off at once in a canoe 
which had stranded on the bank of a stream. 

Famine came in addition to other troubles, and it was 
with difficulty that they found the means of sustaining 
life on the scanty fare of the forest — occasionally the 
potato, as it grew without cultivation, or the wild cocoa- 
nut, or, on the shore, the salt and bitter fruit of the 
mangrove ; though the shore was less tolerable than the 
forest, from the swarms of mosquitos, which compelled 
the wretched adventurers to bury their bodies up to their 
very faces in the sand. In this extremity of suffering, 
they thought only of return ; and ail schemes of avarice 
and ambition — except with Pizarro and a few dauntless 
spirits — were exchanged for the one craving desire to 
return to Panam£. 

It was at this crisis that the pilot Ruiz returned with 
the report of his brilliant discoveries ; and, not long 
after, AlmagTO sailed into port with his vessel laden with 
refreshments, and a considerable reinforcement of volun- 
teers. The voyage of that commander had been 
prosperous. When he arrived at Panamd he found the 
government in the hands of Don Pedro de los Rios. 
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Fortunately, just before this period, a small body of mili- 
tary adventurers had come to Panamd from the mother 
country, burning with desire to make their fortunes in the 
New World. They caught much more eagerly than the 
old and wary colonists at the golden bait held out to 
them ; and with their addition, and that of a few super* 
numerary stragglers who hung about the town, Almagro 
found himself at the head of a reinforcement of at least 
eighty men, with which, having laid in a fresh supply of 
stores, he again set sail for the Rio de San Juan. 

The arrival of the new recruits, all eager to follow up 
the expedition, the comfortable change in their circum- 
stances produced by an ample supply of refreshments, 
and the glowing pictures of the wealth that awaited them 
in the south, all had their effect on the dejected spirits of 
Pizarro’s followers. Their late toils and privations were 
speedily forgotten, and, with the buoyant and variable 
feelings incident to a freebooter's life, they now called as 
eagerly on their commander to go forward in the voyage 
as they had before called on him to abandon it. Avail* 
ing themselves of the renewed spirit of enterprise, the 
captains embarked on board their vessels, and, under 
the guidance of the veteran pilot, steered in the same 
track he had lately pursued. 

But the favourable season for a southern course, which 
in these latitudes lasts but a few months in the year, had 
been suffered to escape. The breezes blew steadily 
towards the north, and a strong current, not far from 
shore, set in the same direction. The winds frequently 
rose into tempests, and the unfortunate voyagers were 
tossed about, for many days, in the boiling surges, 
amidst the most awful storms of thunder and lightning, 
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until, at length, they found a secure haven in the island 
of Gallo, already visited by Ruiz. As they were now too 
strong in numbers to apprehend an assault, the crews 
landed, and, experiencing no molestation from the natives, 
diey continued on the island for a fortnight, refitting 
their damaged vessels, and recruiting themselves after the 
fatigues of the ocean. Then, resuming their voyage, the 
captains stood towards the south until they reached the 
bay of St Matthew. As they advanced along the coast 
they were struck, as Ruiz had been before, with the evi- 
dences of a higher civilization constantly exhibited in the 
general aspect of the country and its inhabitants. The 
hand of cultivation was visible in every quarter. The 
natural appearance of the coast, too, had something in it 
more inviting ; for, instead of the eternal labyrinth of 
mangrove trees, with their complicated roots snarled into 
formidable coils under the water, as if to waylay and 
entangle the voyager, the low margin of the sea was 
covered with a stately growth of ebony, and with a species 
of mahogany, and other hard woods that take the most 
brilliant and variegated polish. The sandal-wood, and 
many balsamic trees of unknown names, scattered their 
sweet odours far and wide, not in an atmosphere tainted 
with vegetable corruption, but on the pure breezes of the 
ocean, bearing health as well as fragrance on their wings. 
Broad patches of cultivated land intervened, disclosing 
hill-sides covered with the yellow maize and the potato* 
or checkered, in the lower levels, with blooming planr 
tations of cacao. 

The villages became more numerous; and, as the 
vessels rode at anchor off the port of Tacamez, the 
Spaniards saw before them a town of two thousand 
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houses or more, laid out into streets, with a numerous 
population clustering around it in the suburbs. 

The Spaniards gazed with delight on these undeniable 
evidences of wealth, and saw in the careful cultivation of 
the soil a comfortable assurance that they had at length 
reached the land which had so long been seen in bril- 
liant, though distant, perspective before them. But here 
again they were doomed to be disappointed by the war- 
like spirit of the people, who, conscious of their own 
strength, showed no disposition to quail before the in- 
vaders. On the contrary, several of their canoes shot 
out, loaded with warriors, who, displaying a gold mask 
as their ensign, hovered round the vessels with looks of 
defiance, and, when pursued, easily took shelter under 
the lee of the land. 

A more formidable body mustered along the shore, to 
the number, according to the Spanish accounts, of at 
least ten thousand warriors, eager, apparently, to come 
to close action with the invaders. Nor could Pizarro, 
who had landed with a party of his men in the hope of 
a conference with the natives, wholly prevent hostilities ; 
and it might have gone hard with the Spaniards, hotly 
pressed by their resolute enemy so superior in numbers, 
but for a ludicrous accident reported by the historians as 
happening to one of the cavaliers. This was a fall from 
his horse, which so astonished the barbarians, who were 
not prepared for this division of what seemed one and 
the same being into two, that, filled with consternation, 
they fell back, and left a way open for the Christians to 
regain their vessels. 

A council of war was now called. It was evident that 
the forces of the Spaniards were unequal to a contest 
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with so numerous and well-appointed a body of natives ; 
and, even if they should prevail here, they could have no 
hope of stemming the torrent which must rise against 
them in their progress — for the country was becoming 
more and more thickly settled, and towns and hamlets 
started into view at every new headland which they 
doubled. It was better, in the opinion of some, — the 
faint-hearted, — to abandon the enterprise at once, as 
beyond their strength. But Almagro took a different 
view of the affair. “To go home”, he said, “with 
nothing done, would be ruin, as well as disgrace. There 
was scarcely one but had left creditors at Panamd, who 
looked for payment to the fruits of this expedition. To 
go home now would be to deliver themselves at once 
into their hands. It would be to go to prison. Better 
♦to roam a freeman, though in the wilderness, than to lie 
bound with fetters in the dungeons of Panamd. The 
only course for them ”, he concluded, “ was the one lately 
pursued. Pizarro might find some more commodious 
place where he could remain with part of the force, while 
he himself went back for recruits to Panaml The story 
they had now to tell of the riches of the land, as they 
had seen them with their own eyes, would put their 
expedition in a very different light, and could not fail to 
draw to their banner as many volunteers as they needed ”. 

But this recommendation, however judicious, was not 
altogether to the taste of the latter commander, who did 
not relish the part, which constantly fell to him, of re- 
maining behind in the swamps and forests of this wild 
country. “ It is all very well ”, he said to Almagro, “for 
you, who pass your time pleasantly enough, careering to 
and fro in your vessel, or snugly sheltered in a land of 

(BSM) B 
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plenty at Panami ; but it is quite another matter for those 
who stay behind to droop and die of hunger in the wilder- 
ness To this Almagro retorted with some heat, pro- 
fessing his own willingness to take charge of the brave 
men who would remain with him, if Pizarro declined it 
The controversy assuming a more angry and menacing 
tone, from words they would have soon come to blows, 
as both, laying their hands on their swords, were prepar- 
ing to rush on each other, when the treasurer Ribera, 
aided by the pilot Ruiz, succeeded in pacifying them. 
It required but little effort on the part of these cooler 
counsellors to convince the cavaliers of the folly of a 
conduct which must at once terminate the expedition in 
a manner little creditable to its projectors. A reconcilia- 
tion consequently took place, sufficient, at least in out- 
ward show, to allow the two commanders to act together 
in concert. Almagro’s plan was then adopted ; and ft 
only remained to find out the most secure and convenient 
spot for Pizarro’s quarters. 

They decided on the little island of Gallo, as being, c© 
the whole, from its distance from the shore, and from the 
scantiness of its population, the most eligible spot for 
them in their forlorn and destitute condition. 

But no sooner was the resolution of the two captains 
made known, than a feeling of discontent broke forth 
among their followers, especially those who were to 
remain with Pizarro on the island. “ What ! w they ex - 
claimed, “ were they to be dragged to that obscure spot 
to die by hunger? The whole expedition had been a 
cheat and a failure, from beginning to end. The golden 
countries, so much vaunted, had seemed to fly before 
them, as they advanced ; and the little gold they had 
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been fortunate enough to glean had all been sent back 
to Panamd, to entice other fools to follow their example. 
What had they got in return for all their sufferings? 
The only treasures they could boast were their bows and 
arrows ; and they were now to be left to die on this 
dreary island, without so much as a rood of consecrated 
ground to lay their bones in 1 M 

In this exasperated state of feeling several of the 
soldiers wrote back to their friends, informing them of 
their deplorable condition, and complaining of the cold- 
blooded manner in which they were to be sacrificed to 
the obstinate cupidity of their leaders. But the latter 
were wary enough to anticipate this movement; and 
Almagro defeated it by seizing all the letters in the 
vessels, and thus cutting off at once the means of com- 
munication with their friends at home. Yet this act of 
unscrupulous violence, like most other similar acts, fell 
short of its purpose; for a soldier named Saxabia had 
the ingenuity to evade it by introducing a letter into a 
ball of cotton, which was to be taken to Panami as 
a specimen of the products of the country, and presented 
to the governor’s lady. 

The letter, which was signed by several of the dis- 
affected soldiery, besides the writer, painted in gloomy 
colours the miseries of their condition, accused the two 
commanders of being the authors of this, and called on 
the authorities of Panamd to interfere by sending a vessel 
to take them from the desolate spot, while some of them 
might still be found surviving the horrors of their confine- 
ment The epistle concluded with a stanza, in which 
die two leaders were stigmatized as partners in a 
slaughter-house ; one being employed to drive in tbs 
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cattle for the other to butcher. The verses, which had 
a currency in their day among the colonists to which 
they were certainly not entitled by their poetical merits, 
may be thus rendered into corresponding doggerel : — 

“ Look out, Bettor Governor, 

For the drover while he’s near ; 

Since he goes home to get the sheep 
For the butcher who stays here 


CHAPTER IL 

Indignation of the Governor. —Stern Resolution of Fizarro.— 
Prosecution of the Voyage. — Brilliant Aspect of Tumbez.— 
Discoveries along the Coast. — Return to Panama. — Pizarro 
Embarks for Spain. 

1527—1528. 

Not long after Almagro’s departure, Pizarro sent off 
the remaining vessel, under the pretext of its being put 
in repair at Panami. It probably relieved him of a 
part of his followers, whose mutinous spirit made them 
an obstacle rather than a help in his forlorn condition, 
and with whom he was the more willing to part from the 
difficulty of finding subsistence on the barren spot which 
he now occupied. 

Great was the dismay occasioned by the return of 
Almagro and his followers, in the little community of 
Panamd ; for the letter, surreptitiously conveyed in the 
ball of cotton, fell into the hands for which it was 
intended, and the contents soon got abroad with the 
usual quantity of exaggeration. The haggard and 
dejected mien of the adventurers, of itself, told a tale 
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sufficiently disheartening ; and it was soon generally 
believed that the few ill-fated survivors of the expedi- 
tion were detained against their will by Pizarro, to end 
their days, with their disappointed leader, on his desolate 
island. 

Pedro de los Rios, the governor, was so much incensed 
at the result of the expedition, and the waste of life it had 
occasioned to the colony, that he turned a deaf ear to all 
the applications of Luque and Almagro for further coun- 
tenance in the affair ; he derided their sanguine anticipa- 
tions of the future, and finally resolved to send an officer 
to the isle of Gallo, with orders to bring back every 
Spaniard whom he should find still living in that dreary 
abode. Two vessels were immediately despatched for the 
* purpose, and placed under charge of a cavalier named 
Tafur, a native of Cordova. 

Meanwhile Pizarro and his followers were experiencing 
all the miseries which might have been expected from the 
character of the barren spot on which they were impri- 
soned. They were, indeed, relieved from all apprehensions 
of the natives, since these had quitted the island on its 
occupation by the white men ; but they had to endure 
the pains of hunger even in a greater degree than they 
had formerly experienced in the wild woods of the neigh- 
bouring continent Their principal food was crabs and 
such shell-fish as they could scantily pick up along the 
shores. Incessant storms of thunder and lightning, for it 
was the rainy season, swept over the devoted island, and 
drenched them with a perpetual flood. Thus, half-naked, 
and pining with famine, there were few in that little com- 
pany who did not feel the spirit of enterprise quenched 
within them, or looked for any happier termination of 
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their difficulties than that afforded by a return to Panaml 
The appearance of Tafur, therefore, with his two vessels, 
well-stored with provisions, was greeted with all the 
rapture that the crew of a sinking wreck might feel 
on the arrival of some unexpected succour; and the 
only thought, after satisfying the immediate cravings 
of hunger, was to embark and leave the detested isle 
for ever. 

But by the same vessel letters came to Pizarro from 
his two confederates, Luque and Aimagro, beseeching 
him not to despair in his present extremity, but to hold 
fast to his original purpose. To return under the preseat 
circumstances would be to seal the fate of the expedition; 
and they solemnly engaged, if he would remain firm at 
his post, to furnish him in a short time with the necessary 
means for going forward. 

A my of hope was enough For the courageous spirit of 
Pizarro. It does not appear that he himself had enter- 
tained, at any time, thoughts of returning. If lie had, 
these words of encouragement entirely banished them 
from his bosom, and he prepared to stand the fortune of 
the cast on which he had so desperately ventured. He 
knew, however, that solicitations or remonstrances would 
avail little with the companions of bis enterprise ; and he 
probably did not care to win over the more timid spirits 
who, by perpetually looking back, would only be a dog 
on his future movements. He announced his own pur- 
pose, however, in a laconic but decided manner, charac- 
teristic of a man more accustomed to act than to talk, 
and weH calculated to make an impression on his rough 
fbilowera. 

Drawing his sword, he traced a hne with it on the 



TKE CONQUEST OF PERU 


*3 

sand from east to west Then turning towards the south, 
“Friends and comrades"! he said, “on that side are 
toil, hunger, nakedness, the drenching storm, desertion, 
and death ; on this side, ease and pleasure. There lies 
Peru with its riches: here, Panami and its poverty. 
Choose, each man, what best becomes a brave Castilian. 
For my part, I go to the south ”. So saying, he stepped 
across the line. He was followed by the brave pilot 
Ruiz ; next by Pedro de Candia, a cavalier, born, as his 
name imports, in one of the isles of Gieecd! Eleven 
others successively crossed the line, thus intimating their 
willingness to abide the fortunes of their leader, for good 
or for evil . 1 Fame, to quote the enthusiastic language of 
an ancient chronicler, has commemorated the names of 
this little band, “who thus, in the face of difficulties 
unexampled in history, with death rather than riches for 
their reward, preferred it all to abandoning their honour, 
and stood firm by their leader as an example of loyalty 
to future ages 

But the act excited no such admiration in the mind of 
Tafur, who looked on it as one of gross disobedience to 
the commands of the governor, and as little better than 
madness, involving the certain destruction of the parties 
engaged in it He refused to give any sanction to it 
himself by leaving one of his vessels with the adventurers 
to prosecute their voyage, and it was with great difficulty 
that he could be persuaded even to allow them a part of 
the stores which he had brought for their support. This 

l Tbe names of these thirteen faithful companions should not be omitted In 
a Kstory of the Conquest of Peru. They were " Bartolom* Roil, Craiova! 
de Fesalla, Pedro de Candia, Domingo de Soria Luce, Nicolas de Ribera, 
Francisco de Cuellar, Alonso de Molina, Pedro Alcon, Garda de Jeres, Anton 
de Carrion, Alonso Bricefie, Martin de Pae, Joan de la Torn ". 
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had no influence on their determination, and the little 
party, bidding adieu to their returning comrades, remained 
unshaken* in their purpose of abiding the fortunes of their 
commander.* 

In the vessel that bore back Tafur and those who 
seceded from the expedition, the pilot Ruiz was also per- 
mitted to return, in order to co-operate with Luque and 
Almagro in their application for further succour. 

Not long after the departure of the ships, it was 
decided by Pizarro to abandon his present quarters, 
which had little to recommend them, and which, he 
reflected, might now be exposed to annoyance from 
the original inhabitants, should they take courage and 
return, on learning the diminished number of the white 
men. The Spaniards, therefore, by his orders, con- 
structed a rude boat, or raft, on which they succeeded in 
transporting themselves to the little island of Gorgona, 
twenty-five leagues to the north of their present resi- 
dence. It lay about five leagues from the continent, and 
was uninhabited. It had some advantages over the isle 
of Gallo; for it stood higher above the sea and was 
partially covered with wood, which afforded shelter to a 
species of pheasant, and the hare or rabbit of the 
country, so that the Spaniards, with their cross-bows, 
were enabled to procure a tolerable supply of game. 
Cool streams that issued from the living rock'^furnished 
abundance of water, though the drenching rains.that fell, 
without intermission, left them in no danger of perishing 
by thirst From this annoyance they found some pro- 
tection in the rude huts which they constructed ; though 
here, as in their former residence, they suffered from the 
no less intolerable annoyance of venomous insects, which 
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multiplied and swarmed in the exhalations of the rank 
and stimulated soil In this dreary abode, Pizarro 
omitted no means by which to sustain the drooping 
spirits of his men. Morning prayers were duly said, and 
the evening hymn to the Virgin was regularly chanted ; 
the festivals of the church were carefully commemorated, 
and every means taken by their commander to give a 
kind of religious character to his enterprise, and to inspire 
his rough followers with a confidence in the protection 
of Heaven, that might support them in their perilous 
circumstances. 

/ In these uncomfortable quarters, their chief employ- 
ment was to keep watch on the melancholy ocean, that 
they might hail the first signal of the anticipated succour. 
But many a tedious month passed away, and no sign 
of it appeared. All around was the same wide waste of 
waters, except to the eastward, where the frozen crest of 
the Andes, touched with the ardent sun of the equator, 
glowed like a ridge of fire along the whole extent of the 
great continent. Every speck in the distant horizon was 
carefully noticed, and the drifting timber or masses of 
sea-weed, heaving to and fro on the bosom of the waters, 
was converted by their imaginations into the promised 
vessel; till, sinking under successive disappointments, 
hope gradually gave way to doubt, and doubt settled into 
despair^ 

Meanwhile the vessel of Tafur had reached the port of 
Panami. The tidings which she brought of the indexible 
obstinacy of Pizarro and his followers filled the governor 
with indignation. He could look on it in no other light 
than as an act of suicide, and steadily refused to send 
further assistance to men who were obstinately bent on 
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their own destruction. Yet Luque and Almagro were 
true to their engagements. They represented to the 
governor that, if the conduct of their comrade was rash, 
it was at least in the service of the crown, and in pro- 
secuting the great work of discovery. Rios had been 
instructed, on his taking the government, to aid Pizarro 
in the enterprise; and to desert him now would be to 
throw away the remaining chance of success, and to 
incur the responsibility of his death and that of the 
brave men who adhered to him. These remonstrances, 
at length, so far operated on the mind of that func- 
tionary, that he reluctantly consented that a vessel 
should be sent to the island of Gorgona, but with no 
more hands than were necessary to work her, and with 
positive instructions to Pizarro to return in six months 
and report himself at Panami, whatever might be the 
future results of his expedition. 

Having thus secured the sanction of the executive, the 
two associates lost no time in fitting out a small vessel 
with stores and a supply of arms and ammunition, and 
despatched it to the island. The unfortunate tenants of 
this little wilderness, who had now occupied it for seven 
months, hardly dared to trust their senses when they 
descried the white sails of the friendly bark coming over 
the waters. And although, when the vessel anchored off 
the shore, Pizarro was disappointed to find that it 
brought no additional recruits for the enterprise, yet 
he greeted it with joy, as affording the means of solving 
the great problem of the existence of the rich southern 
empire, and of thus opening the way for its future 
conquest Two of his men wore so ill, that it was deter- 
mined to leave them in the care o£ some of the friendly 
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Indians who had continued with him through the whole 
of his sojourn, and to call for them on his return. Taking 
with him the rest of his hardy followers and the native* 
of Tumbez, he embarked, and, speedily weighing anchor, 
bade adieu to the “Hell”, as it was called by die 
Spaniards, which had been the scene of so much suffer- 
ing and such undaunted resolution. 

Every heart was now elated with hope, as they found 
themselves once more on the waters, under the guidance 
of the good pilot Ruiz, who, obeying the directions of 
the Indians, proposed to steer for the land of Tumbez, 
which would bring them at once into the golden empire 
of the Incas, — the El Dorado, of which they had been so 
long in pursuit 

At length, after the lapse of twenty days from their 
departure from the island, the adventurous vessel 
rounded the point of St Helena, and glided smoothly 
into the waters of the beautiful gulf of Guayaquil. The 
country was here studded along the shore with towns 
and villages, though the mighty chain of the Cordillera*, 
sweeping up abruptly from the coast, left but a narrow 
strip of emerald verdure, through which numerous 
rivulets, spreading fertility around them, wound their 
way into the sea. 

The voyagers were now abreast of some of the most 
stupendous heights of this magnificent range; Chim- 
borazo, with its broad round summit, towering like the 
dome of the Andes, and Cotopaxi, with its dazzling cone 
^of silvery white, that knows no change except from the 
action of its own volcanic fires ; for this mountain is the 
most terrible of the American volcanoes, and was in 
formidable activity at no great distance from the period 
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of our narrative. Well pleased with the signs of civiliza- 
tion that opened on them at every league of their 
progress, the Spaniards, at length, came to anchor, off 
the island of Santa Clara, lying at the entrance of the 
bay of Tumbez. 

The following morning they stood across the bay for 
this place. As they drew near, they beheld a town of 
considerable size, with many of the buildings apparently 
of stone and plaster, situated in the bosom of a fruitful 
meadow, which seemed to have been redeemed from the 
sterility of the surrounding country by careful and minute 
irrigation. When at some distance from shore, Pizarro 
saw standing towards him several large balsas, which 
were found to be filled with warriors going on an expedi- 
tion against the island of Puni. Running alongside of 
the Indian flotilla, he invited some of the chiefs to come 
on board of his vessel. The Peruvians gazed with 
wonder on every object which met their eyes, and 
especially on their own countrymen, whom they had 
little expected to meet there. The latter informed them 
in what manner they had fallen into the hands of the 
strangers, whom they described as a wonderful race of 
beings, that had come thither for no harm, but solely to 
be made acquainted with the country and its inhabitants. 
This account was confirmed by the Spanish commander, 
who persuaded the Indians to return to their balsas, and 
report what they had learned to their townsmen, request- 
ing them at the same time to provide his vessel with 
refreshments, as it was his desire to enter into a friendly 
intercourse with the natives. 

The people of Tumbez were gathered along the shore, 
and were gazing with unutterable amazement on the 
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floating castle, which, now having dropped anchor, rode 
lazily at its moorings in their bay. They eagerly listened 
to the accounts of their countrymen, and instantly 
reported the affair to the curacy or ruler of the district, 
who, conceiving that the strangers must be beings of a 
superior order, prepared at once to comply with their 
request. It was not long before several balsas were seen 
steering for the vessel, laden with bananas, plantains, yuca, 
Indian com, sweet potatoes, pine-apples, cocoa-nuts, and 
other rich products of the bountiful vale of Tumbez, 
Game and fish, also, were added, with a number of 
llamas, of which Pizarro had seen the rude drawings 
belonging to Balboa, but of which till now he had met 
with no living specimen. He examined this curious 
animal, the Peruvian sheep, or, as the Spaniards called 
it, the M little camel ” of the Indians, with much interest, 
greatly admiring the mixture of wool and hair which 
supplied the natives with the materials for their fabrics. 

At that time there happened to be at Tumbez an Inca 
noble. He expressed great curiosity to see the wonderful 
strangers, and had, accordingly, come out with the balsas 
for the purpose. It was easy to perceive from the superior 
quality of his dress, as well as from the deference paid 
to him by the others, that he was a person of considera- 
tion, and Pizarro received him with marked distinction. 
He showed him the different parts of the ship, explained 
to him the uses of whatever engaged his attention, and 
answering his numerous queries, as well as he could, by 
means of the Indian interpreters. The Peruvian chief 
was especially desirous of knowing whence and why 
Pizarro and his followers had come to these shores. 
The Spanish captain replied, that he was the vassal of a 
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great prince, die greatest and most powerful in the 
world, and that he had come to this country to assert 
his master’s lawful supremacy over it He had further 
Gome to rescue the inhabitants from the darkness of 
Unbelief in which they were now wandering. They 
worshipped an evil spirit, who would sink their souls into 
everlasting perdition ; and he would give them the know- 
ledge of the true and only God* Jesus Christ, since to 
believe on Him was eternal salvation. 

The Indian prince listened with deep attention and 
apparent wonder ; but answered nothing. 

- He remained on board the vessel till the hour of 
dinner, of which he partook with the Spaniards, express- 
ing his satisfaction at the strange dishes, and especially 
pleased with the wine, which he pronounced far superior 
to the fermented liquors of his own country. On taking 
leave, he courteously pressed the Spaniards to visit 
Turn her, and Pizarro dismissed him with the present, 
among other things, of an iron hatchet, which had greatly 
excited his admiration ; for the use of iron, as we have 
seen, was as little known to the Peruvians as to the 
Mexicans. 

On the day following, the Spanish captain sent one of 
bis own men, named Alonso do Molina, on shore, acccs* 
panted by a negro who had come in the vessel from 
Panamd, together with a present for the curaca of some 
swine and poultry, neither of which were indigenous to 
the New World. Towards evening his emissary returned 
with a fresh supply of fruits and vegetables, that the 
. friendly people sent to the vessel. Molina had a 
wondrous tale to tell. On landing, he was surrounded 
by the natives, who expressed the greatest astonishment 
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at his dress, his fair complexion, and his long beard. 
The women, especially, manifested great curiosity in 
respect to him, and Molina seemed to be entirely won 
by their charms and captivating manners He probably 
intimated his satisfaction by his demeanour, since they 
urged him to stay among them, promising in that case to 
provide him with a beautiful wife. 

Their surprise was equally great at the complexion of 
his sable companion. They could not believe it was 
natural, and tried to rub off the imaginary dye with their 
hands. As the African bore all this with characteristic 
good-humour, displaying at the same time his rows of v 
ivory teeth, they were prodigiously delighted. The 
animals were no less above their comprehension; and, 
when the cock crew, the simple people clapped their 
hands, and inquired what he was saying. Their intellects 
were so bewildered by sights so novel, that they seemed 
incapable of distinguishing between man and brute. 

Molina was then escorted to the residence of the 
curaca, whom he found living in much state, with porters 
stationed at his doors, and with a quantity of gold and 
silver vessels, from which he was served. He was then 
taken to different parts of the Indian city, saw a fortress 
built of rough stone, and, though low, spreading over a 
large extent of ground. Near this was a temple ; and 
the Spaniard’s description of ks decorations, blazing with 
gold and silver, seemed so extravagant, that Pizarro, 
distrusting his whole account, resolved to send a more 
discreet and trustworthy emissary on the following day. 

The person selected was Pedro de Candsa, the Greek 
cavalier mentioned as one of the first who intimated his 
Intention to share the fortunes of his commander. He 
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was sent on shore, dressed in complete mail as became a 
good knight, with his sword by his side, and his arquebuse 
on his shoulder. The Indians were even more dazzled 
by his appearance than by Molina's, as the sun fell 
brightly on his polished armour, and glanced from his 
military weapons. They had heard much of the formid- 
able arquebuse from their townsmen who had come in 
the vessel, and they besought Candia “ to let it speak to 
them”. He accordingly set up a wooden board as a 
target, and, taking deliberate aim, fired off the musket 
The flash of the powder and the startling report of the 
piece, as the board, struck by the ball, was shivered into 
splinters, filled the natives with dismay. Some fell on 
the ground, covering their faces with their hands, and 
others approached the cavalier with feelings of awe, 
which were gradually dispelled by the assurance they 
received from the smiling expression of his countenance. 

They then showed him the same hospitable attentions 
which they had paid to Molina ; and his description of the 
marvels of the place, on his return, fell nothing short of 
his predecessor’s. The fortress, which was surrounded 
by a triple row of wall, was strongly garrisoned. The 
temple he described as literally tapestried with plates of 
gold and silver. Adjoining this structure was a sort of 
convent appropriated to the Inca's destined brides, who 
manifested great curiosity to see him. Whether this was 
gratified is not clear ; but Candia described the gardens 
of the convent, which he entered, as glowing with imita- 
tions of fruits and vegetables all in pure gold and silver ! 
He had seen a number of artisans at work, whose sole 
business seemed to be to furnish these gorgeous decora- 
tions for the religious houses. 
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Having now collected all the information essential to 
his object, Pizarro, after taking leave of the natives of 
Tumbez, and promising a speedy return, weighed anchor, 
and again turned his prow towards the south. Still 
keeping as near as possible to the coast, that no place 
of importance might escape his observation. 

Pizarro continued his cruise ; and, sailing by the sandy 
plains of Sechura for an extent of near a hundred miles, 
he doubled the Punta de Aguja, and swept down the 
coast as it fell off towards the east, still carried for- 
ward by light and somewhat variable breezes. The 
weather now became unfavourable, and the voyagers 
encountered a succession of heavy gales, which drove 
them some distance out to sea, and tossed them about 
for many days. But they did not lose sight of the 
mighty ranges of the Andes, which, as they proceeded 
towards the south, were still seen, at nearly the same 
distance from the shore, rolling onwards, peak after 
peak, with their stupendous surges of ice, like some 
vast ocean, that had been suddenly arrested and frozen 
up in the midst of its wild and tumultuous career. With 
this landmark always in view, the navigator had little 
need of star or compass to guide his bark on her course. 

As soon as the tempest had subsided, Pizarro stood 
in again for the continent, touching at the principal 
points as he coasted along. Everywhere he was received 
with the same spirit of generous hospitality ; the natives 
coming out in their balsas to welcome him, laden with 
their little cargoes of fruits and vegetables. All were 
eager to have a glimpse of the strangers, the “ Children 
of the Sun*, as the Spaniards began already to be 
called, from their fair complexions, brilliant armour, 
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and the thunderbolts which they bore in their hands. 
The most favourable reports, too, had preceded them, 
of the urbanity and gentleness of their manners, thus 
unlocking the hearts of the simple natives, and disposing 
them to confidence and kindness. The iron-hearted 
soldier had not yet disclosed the darker side of his 
character. He was too weak to do so. The hour of 
Conquest had not yet come. 

In every place Pizarro received the same accounts of 
a powerful monarch who ruled over the land, and held 
his court on the mountain plains of the interior, where 
his capital was depicted as blazing with gold and silver, 
and displaying all the profusion of an Oriental satrap. 
The Spaniards, except at Tumbez, seem to have met 
with little of the precious metals among the natives on 
the coast. More than one writer asserts that they did 
not covet them, or, at least, by Pizarro s orders, affected 
not to do so. He would not have them betray their 
appetite for gold, and actually refused gifts when they 
were proffered ! 

Yet the Spaniards met with sufficient evidence of 
general civilization and power to convince them that 
there was much foundation for the reports of the natives. 
Repeatedly they saw structures of stone and plaster, and 
occasionally showing architectural skill in the execution, 
if not elegance of design. Wherever they cast anchor, 
they beheld green patches of cultivated country redeemed 
from the sterility of nature, and blooming with the varie- 
gated vegetation of the tropics ; while a refined system 
of irrigation by means of aqueducts and canals, seemed 
to be spread like a net-work over the surface of the 
country, making even the desert to blossom as the rose. 
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At many places where they landed they saw the great 
road of the Incas which traversed the sea-coast, often, 
indeed lost in the the volatile sands, where no road could 
be maintained, but rising into a broad and substantial 
causeway, as it emerged on a firmer soil. Such a pro- 
vision for internal communication was in itself no slight 
monument of ]x>wer and civilization. 

Still beating to the south, Pizarro passed the site of 
the future flourishing city of Truxilto, founded by himself 
some years later, and pressed on till he rode off the port 
of Santa. It stood on the banks of a broad and Ixxiutiful 
stream ; but the surrounding country was so exceedingly 
arid that it was frequently selected as a burial-place by 
the Peruvians, who found the soil most favourable for 
the preservation of their mummies. So numerous, 
indeed, were the Iixlian guactis, that the place might 
rather be called the abode of the dead than of the 
living. 

Having reached this point, about the ninth degree of 
southern latitude, Pizarro s followers besought him not to 
prosecute the voyage farther. Enough and more than 
enough had Ixjen done, they said, to prove the existence 
and actual position of the great Indian empire of which 
they had so long been in search. Yet, with their slender 
force, they had no power to profit by the discovery. Ail 
that remained, therefore, was to return and report the 
success of their enterprise to the governor at Panami. 
Pizarro acquiesced in the reasonableness of this demand. 
He had now penetrated nine degrees farther than any 
former navigator in these southern seas, and instead of 
the blight which, up to this hour, had seemed to hang 
over his fortunes, he could now return in triumph to his 
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countrymen. Without hesitation, therefore, he prepared 
to retrace his course, and stood again towards the 
north. 

On his way, he touched at several places where he had 
before landed. At one of these, called by the Spaniards 
Santa Cruz, he had been invited on shore by an Indian 
woman of rank, and had promised to visit her on his 
return. No sooner did his vessel cast anchor off the 
village where she lived, than she came on board, followed 
by a numerous train of attendants. Pizarro received her 
with every mark of respect, and on her departure presented 
her with some trinkets which had a real value in the eyes 
of an Indian princess. She urged the Spanish commander 
and his companions to return the visit, engaging to send 
a number of hostages on board, as security for their good 
treatment. Pizarro assured her that the frank confidence 
she had shown towards them proved that this was un- 
necessary. Yet, no sooner did he put off in his boat, the 
following day, to go on shore, than several of the princi- 
pal persons in the place came alongside of the ship to be 
received as hostages during the absence of the Spaniards, 
— a singular proof of consideration for the sensitive appre- 
hensions of her guests. 

Pizarro found that preparations had been made for his 
reception in a style of simple hospitality that evinced 
some degree of taste. Arbours were formed of luxuriant 
and wide-spreading branches, interwoven with fragrant 
flowers and shrubs that diffused a delicious perfume 
through the air. A banquet was provided, teeming with 
viands prepared in the style of the Peruvian cookery, and 
with fruits and vegetables of tempting hue and luscious 
to the taste, though their names and nature were unknown 
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to the Spaniards. After the collation was ended, the 
guests were entertained with music and dancing by a 
troop of young men and maidens simply attired, who 
exhibited in their favourite national amusement all the 
agility and grace which the supple limbs of the Peruvian 
Indians so well qualified them to display. Before his 
departure, Pizarro stated to his kind host the motives of 
his visit to the country, in the same manner as he had 
done on other occasions, and he concluded by unfurling 
the royal banner of Castile, which he had brought on 
shore, requesting her and her attendants to raise it in 
token of their allegiance to his sovereign. This they did 
with great good-humour, laughing all the while, says the 
chronicler, and making it clear that they had a very 
imperfect conception of the serious nature of the cere- 
mony. Pizarro was contented with this outward display 
of loyalty, and returned to his vessel well satisfied with 
the entertainment he had received, and meditating, it 
may be, on the best mode of repaying it, hereafter, by 
the subjugation and conversion of the country. 

The Spanish commander did not omit to touch also at 
Tumbez, on his homeward voyage. 

On leaving Tumbez, the adventurers steered directly 
for Panama, touching only, on their way, at the ill-fated 
island of Gorgona to take on board their two companions 
who were left there too ill to proceed with them. One 
had died, and, receiving the other, Pizarro and his gallant 
little band continued their voyage ; and, after an absence 
of at least eighteen months, found themselves once more 
safely riding at anchor in the harbour of Panama. 

The sensation caused by their arrival was great, as 
might have been expected. 
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Yet the governor, Pedro de los Rios, did not seem, 
even at this moment, to be possessed with a conviction 
of the magnitude of the discovery, — or, perhaps, he was 
discouraged by its very magnitude. When the associates, 
now with more confidence, applied to him for patronage 
in an undertaking tcx> vast for their individual resources, 
he coldly replied, “ He had no desire to build up other 
states at the expense of his own ; nor would he be led to 
throw away more lives than had already been sacrificed 
by the cheap display of gold and silver toys and a few 
Indian sheep ! ” 

Sorely disheartened by this repulse from the only 
quarter whence effectual aid could be expected, the con- 
federates, without funds, and with credit nearly exhausted 
by their past efforts, were perplexed in the extreme. 
Yet to stop now, — what was it but to abandon the rich 
mine which their own industry and perseverance had laid 
open, for others to work at pleasure ? In this extremity 
the fruitful mind of Luquc suggested the only expedient 
by which they could hope for success. This was to apply 
to the Crown itself. 

Pizarro, in the spring of 1528, bade adieu to Panama, 
accompanied by Pedro de Candia. lie took with him, 
also, some of the natives, as well as two or three llamas, 
various nice fabrics of cloth, with many ornaments and 
vases of gold and silver, as specimens of the civilization 
of the country, and vouchers for his wonderful story. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pizarro and his officer, having crossed the Isthmus, 
embarked at Nombre de Dios for the old country, and, 
after a good passage, reached Seville early in the 
summer of 1528. 

His business went forward at the tardy pace with 
which affairs are usually conducted in the court of 
Castile. The queen, accordingly, who had charge of 
the business on her husband’s departure, expedited the 
affair, and on the 26th of July, 1529, she executed the 
memorable Capitulation , which defined the powers and 
privileges of Pizarro. 

Pizarro was bound in six months from the date of the 
instrument to raise a force, well equipped for the service, 
of two hundred and fifty men, of whom one hundred 
might be drawn from the colonies ; and the government 
engaged to furnish some trlillng assistance in the purchase 
of artillery and military stores. 

After a prosperous voyage, the adventurers reached 
Nombre de Dios. 

No time was now lost in preparing for the voyage. It 
found little encouragement, however, among the colonists 
of Panami. Pizarro made slender additions to the force 
brought over with him from Spain, though this body was 
in better condition, and, in respect to arms, ammunition, 
and equipment generally, was on a much better footing 
than his former levies. The whole number did not 
exceed one hundred and eighty men, with twenty* seven 
horses for the cavalry. He had provided himself with 
three vessels, two of them of a good size, to take the 
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place of those which he had been compelled to leave on 
the opposite side of the Isthmus at Nombre de Dios ; an 
armament small for the conquest of an empire, and far 
short of that prescribed by the capitulation with the 
crown. With this the intrepid chief proposed to com- 
mence operations, trusting to his own successes and the 
exertions of Almagro, who was to remain behind for the 
present to muster reinforcements. 

Having solemnly invoked the blessing of Heaven 
on the enterprise, Pizarro and his followers went on 
board their vessels, which rode at anchor in the Bay of 
Panama, and early in January, 1531, sallied forth on his 
third and last expedition for the conquest of Peru. 

It was his intention to steer direct for Tumbez, which 
held out so magnificent a show of treasure on his former 
voyage. But head winds and currents, as usual, baffled 
his purpose, and after a run of thirteen days, much 
shorter than the period formerly required for the same 
distance, his little squadron came to anchor in the 
Bay of St. Matthew, about one degree north ; and 
Pizarro, after consulting with his officers, resolved to 
disembark his forces and advance along the coast, while 
the vessels held their course at a convenient distance 
from the shore. 

The march of the troops was severe and painful in the 
extreme, for the road was constantly intersected by 
streams, which, swollen by the winter rains, widened 
at their mouths into spacious estuaries. Pizarro, who 
had some previous knowledge of the country, acted as 
guide as well as commander of the expedition. He was 
ever ready to give aid where it was needed, encouraging 
his followers to ford or swim the torrents as they best 
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could, and cheering the desponding by his own buoyant 
and courageous spirit. 

At length they reached the thick-settled hamlet, or 
rather town, in the province of Coaque. The Spaniards 
rushed on the place, and the inhabitants, without offering 
resistance, fled in terror to the neighbouring forests, leav- 
ing their effects — of much greater value than had been 
anticipated — in the hands of the invaders. “ We fell on 
them, sword in hand ”, says one of the Conquerors, with 
some naivete \ “ for, if we had advised the Indians of our 
approach, we should never have found there such stores 
of gold and precious stones The natives, however, 
according to another authority, stayed voluntarily ; “ for, 
as they had done no harm to the white men, they 
flattered themselves none would be offered to them, but 
that there would only be an interchange of good offices 
with the strangers ”, an expectation founded, it may be, 
on the good character which the Spaniards had estab- 
lished for themselves on their preceding visit, but in 
which the simple people now found themselves most 
unpleasantly decei ved. 

Rushing into the deserted dwellings, the invaders 
found there, besides stuffs ot various kinds, and food 
most welcome in their famished condition, a large quan- 
tity of gold and silver wrought into clumsy ornaments, 
together with many precious stones ; for this was the 
region of the esmeraldas , or emeralds, where that valuable 
gem was most abundant. One of these jewels that fell 
into the hands of Pi/arro, in this neighbourhood, was as 
large as a pigeon’s egg. Unluckily, his rude followers 
did not know the value of their prize ; and they broke 
many of them in pieces by pounding them with hammers. 
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They were led to this extraordinary proceeding, it is said, 
by one of the Dominican missionaries, Fray Reginaldo 
de Pedraza, who assured them that this was the way 
to prove the true emerald, which could not be broken. 
It was observed that the good father did not subject 
his own jewels to this wise experiment ; but, as the 
stones, in consequence of it, fell in value, being regarded 
merely as coloured glass, he carried back a considerable 
store of them to Panamd. 

The gold and silver ornaments rifled from the dwell- 
ings were brought together and deposited in a common 
heap ; when a fifth was deducted for the crown, and 
Pizarro distributed the remainder in due proportions 
among the officers and privates of his company. 

Pizarro, having refreshed his men, continued his march 
along the coast, but no longer accompanied by the 
vessels, which had returned for recruits to Pananui The 
road, as he advanced, was checkered with strips of sandy 
waste, which, drifted about by the winds, blinded the 
soldiers, and afforded only treacherous footing for man 
and beast. The glare was intense ; and the rays of a 
vertical sun beat fiercely on the iron mail and the thick 
quilted doublets of cotton, till the fainting troops were 
almost suffocated with the heat. 

The Spaniards rarely experienced on their march 
either resistance or annoyance from the inhabitants, who, 
instructed by the example of Coaque, fled with their 
effects into the woods and neighbouring mountains. No 
one came out to welcome the strangers and offer the 
rites of hospitality, as on their last visit to the land. For 
the white men were no longer regarded as good beings 
that had come from heaven, but as ruthless destroyers. 
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who, invulnerable to the assaults of the Indians, were 
borne along on the backs of fierce animals, swifter limn 
the wind, with weapons in their hands, that scattered fire 
and desolation as they went. Such were the stories now 
circulated of the invaders, which, preceding them every- 
where on their march, closed the hearts, if not the doors, 
of the natives against them. Exhausted by the fatigue 
of travel and by disease, and grievously disappointed at 
the poverty of the land, which now offered no compensa- 
tion for their toils, the soldiers of Pizarro cursed the 
hour in which they had enlisted under his standard, 
and the men of Nicaragua, in particular, says the old 
chronicler, calling to mind their pleasant quarters 
in their luxurious land, sighed only to return to their 
M ah o me ta n para d i se . 

At this juncture the army was gladdened by the sight 
of a vessel from Panama, which brought some supplies, 
together with the royal treasurer, the veedor or inspector, 
the comptroller, and other high officers appointed by the 
Crown to attend the expedition. 

The Spaniards in their march along the coast had now 
advanced as far as Puerto Viejo. Here they were soon 
after joined by another small reinforcement of about 
thirty men, under an officer named Belalcazar, who sub- 
sequently rose to high distinction in this service. Many 
of the followers of Pizarro would now have halted at this 
spot and established a colony there. But that chief 
thought more of conquering than of colonizing, at least 
for the present ; and he proposed, as his first step, to get 
possession of Tumbez, which he regarded as the gate of 
the Peruvian empire. Continuing his march, therefore, 
to the shores of what is now called the Gulf of Guayaquil, 
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he arrived off the little island of Pund, lying at no 
great distance from the Bay of Tumbez. This island, 
he thought, would afford him a convenient place to 
encamp until he was prepared to make his descent 
on the Indian city. 

The dispositions of the islanders seemed to favour his 
purpose. He had not been long in their neighbourhood 
before a deputation of the natives, with their cacique at 
their head, crossed over in their balsas to the main land 
to welcome the Spaniards to their residence. But the 
Indian interpreters of Tumbez, who had returned with 
Pizarro from Spain, and continued with the camp, put 
their master on his guard against the meditated treachery 
of the islanders, whom they accused of designing to 
destroy the Spaniards by cutting the ropes that held 
together the floats, and leaving those upon them to 
perish in the waters. Vet the cacique, when charged 
by Pizarro with this perfidious scheme, denied it with 
such an air of conscious innocence, that the Spanish 
commander trusted himself and his followers, without 
further hesitation, to his conveyance, and was trans- 
ported in safety to the shores of Puna. 

Here he was received in a hospitable manner, and his 
troops were provided with comfortable quarters. Well 
satisfied with his present position, Pizarro resolved to 
occupy it until the violence of the rainy season was 
passed, when the arrival of the reinforcements he 
expected would put him in better condition for march- 
ing into the country of the Inca. 

The island, which lies in the mouth of the river of 
Guayaquil, and is about eight leagues in length by four 
in breadth, at the widest part, was at that time partially 
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covered with a noble growth of timber. The bold and 
independent islanders opposed a stubborn resistance to 
the arms of the Incas ; and, though they had finally 
yielded, they had been ever since at feud, and often 
in deadly hostility, with their neighbours of Turnbez. 

The latter no sooner heard of Pizarro’s arrival on the 
island, than, trusting, probably, to their former friendly 
relations with him, they came over in some number 
to the Spanish quarters. The presence of their detested 
rivals was by no means grateful to the jealous inhabi- 
tants of Puna, and the prolonged residence of the white 
men on their island could not be otherwise than burden- 
some. In their outward demeanour they still maintained 
the same show of amity ; but Pizarro’s interpreters again 
# put him on his guard against the proverbial perfidy of 
their hosts. With his suspicions thus roused, the 
Spanish commander was informed that a number of 
the chiefs had met together to deliberate on a plan 
of insurrection. Not caring to wait for the springing 
of the mine, he surrounded the place of meeting with 
his soldiers and made prisoners of the suspected 
chieftains. 

Maddened by this outrage, the people of Pund sprang 
to arms, and threw themselves at once, with fearful yells 
and the wildest menaces of despair, on the Spanish camp. 
The odds of numbers were greatly in their favour, for they 
mustered several thousand warriors. But the more deci- 
sive odds of arms and discipline were on the side of their 
antagonists ; and, as the Indians rushed forward in a con- 
fused mass to the assault, the Castilians coolly received 
them on their long pikes, or swept them down by the 
volleys of their musketry. Their ill protected bodies were 
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easily cut to pieces by the sharp sword of the Spaniard ; 
and Hernando Pizarro, putting himself at the head of the 
cavalry, charged Ixddy into the midst, and scattered 
them far and wide over the field, until, panic-struck by 
the terrible array of steel clad horsemen, and the stun- 
ning reports and the flash of firearms, the fugitives 
sought shelter in the depths of their forests. Vet the 
victory was owing, in some degree, at least,-— if we may 
credit the Conquerors, — to the interposition of Heaven ; 
for St. Michael and his legions were seen high in the 
air alxive the combatants, contending with the arch- 
enemy of man, and cheering on the Christians by their 
example. 

Not more than three or four Spaniards fell in the 
fight ; but many were wounded, and among them 
Hernando Pizarro, who received a severe injury in the 
leg from a javelin. Nor did the war end here ; for 
the implacable islanders, taking advantage of the cover 
of night, or of any remissness on the part of the invaders, 
were ever ready to steal out of their fastnesses and spring 
on their enemy’s camp, while, by cutting off his straggling 
parties, and destroying lvis provisions, they kept him in 
perpetual alarm. 

In this uncomfortable situation, the Spanish com- 
mander was gladdened by the appearance of two vessels 
off the island. They brought a reinforcement consisting 
of a hundred volunteers, besides horses for the cavalry. 
It was commanded by Hernando do Soto, a captain 
afterwards famous as the discoverer of the Mississippi, 
which still rolls its majestic current over the place of his 
burial, — a fitting monument for his remains, as it is of 
his renown. 
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This reinforcement was most welcome to Pizarro, who 
had been long discontented with his position on an 
island, where he found nothing to compensate the life of 
unintermitting hostility which he was compelled to lead. 
With these recruits, he found himself in sufficient strength 
to cross over to the continent, and resume military opera- 
tions on the proper theatre for discovery and conquest. 
From the Indians ofTumbez he learned that the country 
had been for some time distracted by a civil war between 
two sons of the late monarch, competitors for the throne. 
This intelligence he regarded as of the utmost import- 
ance, for he remembered the use which Cortes had made 
of similar dissensions among the tribes of Anahuac. 
Indeed, Pizarro seems to have had the example of his 
♦ great predecessor before his eyes on more occasions 
than this. Hut he fell far short of his model ; for, 
notwithstanding the restraint he sometimes put upon 
himself, his coarser nature and more ferocious temjrer 
often betrayed him into acts most repuganant to sound 
policy, which would never have been countenanced by 
the Conqueror of Mexico. 


CHAPTER IV. 

The Spaniards land at Turnbez.— Pizarro reconnoitres the country.— 
Foundation of San Miguel, — March into the interior. — Embassy 
from the Inca.— Adventures on the March.— Reach the foot of 
the Andes. 

1532. 

We left the Spaniards at the island of Puna, preparing 
to make their descent on the neighbouring continent at 
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Tumbez. This port was but a few leagues distant, and 
Pizarro, with the greater part of his followers, passed over 
in the ships, while a few others were to transport the 
commander’s baggage and the military stores on some of 
the Indian balsas. One of the latter vessels which first 
touched the shore, was surrounded, and three persons 
who were on the raft were carried off by the natives to the 
adjacent woods and there massacred. The Indians then 
got possession of another of the balsas, containing Pizarro’s 
wardrobe ; but, as the men who defended it raised loud 
cries for help, they reached the ears of Hernando Pizarro, 
who, with a small body of horse, had effecting a landing 
some way farther down the shore. A broad tract of miry 
ground, overflowed at high water, lay between him and 
the party thus rudely assailed by the natives. The tide 
wits out, and the bottom was soft and dangerous. With 
little regard to the danger, however, the bold cavalier 
spurred his horse into the slimy depths, and followed by 
his men, with the mud up to their saddle-girths, they 
plunged forward until they came into the midst of the 
marauders, who, terrified by the strange apparition of the 
horsemen, fled precipitately, without show of fight, to the 
neighbouring forests. 

This conduct of the natives of Tumbez is not easy to 
be explained ; considering the friendly relations main- 
tained with the Spaniards on their preceding visit, and 
lately renewed in the island of Puna. But Pizarro was 
Still more astonished, on entering their towm, to find it 
not only deserted, but, with the exception of a few build- 
ings, entirely demolished. Four or five of the most 
substantial private dwellings, the great temple, and the 
fortress, — and these greatly damaged, and wholly 
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despoiled of their interior decorations— alone survived to 
mark the site of the city, and attest its former splendour. 
The scene of desolation filled the conquerors with dismay ; 
for even the raw recruits, who had never visited the coast 
before, had heard the marvellous stories of the golden 
treasures of Tumbez, and they had confidently looked 
forward to them as an easy spoil after all their fatigues. 
But the gold of Peru seemed only like a deceitful phantom, 
which, after beckoning them on through toil and danger, 
vanished the moment they attempted to grasp it. 

Pizarro despatched a small body of troops in pursuit of 
the fugitives ; and, after some slight skirmishing, they got 
possession of several of the natives, and among them, as 
it chanced, the curaca of the place. When brought 
before the Spanish commander he exonerated himself 
from any share in the violence offered to the white men, 
saying that it was done by a lawless party of his people, 
without his knowledge at the time ; and he expressed his 
willingness to deliver them up to punishment, if they 
could be detected. He explained the dilapidated condi- 
tion of the town by the long wars carried on with the 
fierce tribes of Pund, who had at length succeeded in 
getting jKissession of the place, and driving the inhabitant*., 
into the neighbouring woods and mountains. The Inca, 
to whose cause they were attached, was too much occu- 
pied with his own feuds to protect them against their 
enemies. 

Whether Pizarro gave any credit to the cacique’s excul- 
pation of himself may be doubted. He dissembled his 
suspicions, however, and, as the Indian lord promised 
obedience in his own name, and that of his vassals, the 
Spanish general consented to take no further notice of 
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the affair. He seems now to have felt for the first time, 
in its full force, that it was his policy to gain the good- 
will of the people among whom he had thrown himself in 
the face of such tremendous odds. It was, perhaps, the 
excesses of which his men had been guilty in the earlier 
stages of the expedition that had shaken the confidence of 
the people of Tumbez, and incited them to this treacherous 
retaliation. 

Pizarro now saw that it was not politic to protract his 
stay in his present quarters, where a spirit of disaffection 
would soon creep into the ranks of his followers, unless 
their spirits were stimulated by novelty, or a life of 
incessant action. Yet he felt deeply anxious to obtain 
more particulars than lie had hitherto gathered of the 
actual condition of the Peruvian empire, of its strength 
and resources, of the monarch who ruled over it, and of 
his present situation. He was also desirous, before 
taking any decisive step for penetrating the country, to 
seek out some commodious place for a settlement, which 
might afford him the means of a regular communication 
with the colonies, and a place of strength on which he 
himself might retreat in case of disaster. 

$0 He decided, therefore, to leave part of his company at 
Tumbez, including those who, from the state of their 
health, were least able to take the field, and with the 
remainder to make an excursion into the interior, and 
reconnoitre the land, before deciding on any plan of 
operations. He set out early in May, 1532 ; and, keep- 
ing along the more level regions himself, sent a small 
detachment, under the command of Hernando de Soto, 
to explore the skirts of the vast sierra. 

At the expiration of some three or four weeks, spent in 
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reconnoitring the country, Pizarro came to the conclusion 
that the most eligible site for his new settlement was in 
the rich valley of Tangarala, thirty leagues south of Tum- 
bez, traversed by more than one stream that opens a 
communication with the ocean. To this spot, accord- 
ingly, he ordered the men left at Tumbcz to repair at 
once in their vessels ; and no sooner had they arrived, 
than busy preparations were made for building up the 
town in a manner suited to the wants of the colony. 
Timber was procured from the neighbouring woods. 
Stones were dragged from their quarries, and edifices 
gradually rose, some of which made pretensions to 
strength, if not to elegance. Among them were a 
church, a magazine for public stores, a hall of justice, 
* and a fortress. A municipal government was organized, 
consisting of regidores, alcaldes, and the usual civic 
functionaries. The adjacent territory was parcelled out 
among the residents, and each colonist Imi a certain 
number of the natives allotted to assist him in his labours ; 
for, as Pizarro’s secretary remarks, “ it being evident that 
the colonists could not support themselves without the 
services of the Indians, the ecclesiastics and the leaders 
of the expedition all agTeed that a repartimimto of live 
natives would serve the cause of religion, and tend 
greatly to their spiritual welfare, since they would thus 
have the opportunity of being initiated in the true faith”. 

Having made these arrangements with such conscien- 
tious regard to the welfare of the benighted heathen, 
Pizarro gave his infant city the name of San Miguel, in 
acknowledgment of the service rendered him by that 
saint in his battles with the Indians of Pun«L The site 
originally occupied by the settlement was afterward** 
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found to be so unhealthy, that it was abandoned for 
another on the banks of the beautiful Piura. The town 
is still of some note for its manufactures, though dwindled 
from its ancient importance ; but the name of San Miguel 
de Piura, which it bears, still commemorates the founda- 
tion of the first European colony in the empire of the 
Incas. 

In his late tour of observation, the Spanish com- 
mander had gathered much important intelligence in 
regard to the state of the kingdom. He had ascertained 
the result of the struggle between the Inca brothers, and 
that the victor now lay with his army encamped at the 
distance of only ten or twelve days’ journey from San 
Miguel. The accounts he heard of the opulence and 
power of that monarch, and of his great southern capital, 
perfectly corresponded with the general rumours before 
received ; and contained, therefore, something to stagger 
the confidence, as well as to stimulate the cupidity, of the 
invaders. 

Pizarro would gladly have seen his little army strength- 
ened by reinforcements, however small the amount ; and 
on that account postponed his departure for several 
weeks. But no reinforcement arrived ; and, as he 
received no further tidings from his associates, he judged 
that longer delay would, probably, be attended with evils 
greater than those to be encountered on the march. Yet 
the force at his command, amounting to less than two 
hundred soldiers in all, after reserving fifty for the protec- 
tion of the new settlement, seemed but a small one for 
the conquest of an empire. He might, indeed, instead 
of marching against the Inca, take a southerly direction 
towards the rich capital of Cuzco. But this would only 
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be to postpone the hour of reckoning. For in what 
quarter of the empire could he hope to set his foot, 
where the arm of its master would not reach him ? By 
such a course, moreover, he would show his own distrust 
of himself. He would shake that opinion of his invincible 
prowess which he had hitherto endeavoured to impress on 
the natives, and which constituted a great secret of his 
strength ; which, in short, held sterner sway over the 
mind than the display of numbers and mere physical 
force. Worse than all, such a course would impair the 
confidence of his troops in themselves, and their reliance 
on himself. This would be to palsy the arm of enterprise 
at once. It was not to be thought of. 

But while Pizarro decided to march into the interior, it 
js doubtful whether he had formed any more definite plan 
of action. We have no means of knowing his intentions, 
at this distance of time, otherwise than as they are shown 
by his actions. Unfortunately he could not write, and 
he has left no record, like the inestimable Commentaries 
of Cortes, to enlighten us as to his motives. His 
secretary, and some of his companions in arms, have 
recited his actions in detail ; but the motives which led 
to them they were not always so competent to disclose. 

On the 24th of September, 1532, five months after 
landing at Tumbez, Pizarro marched out at the head 
of his little body of adventurers from the gates of San 
Miguel, having enjoined it on the colonists to treat their 
Indian vassals with humanity, and to conduct themselves 
in such a manner as would secure the good will of the 
surrounding tribes. Their own existence, and with it the 
safety of the army and the success of the undertaking, 
depended on this course. Then putting himself at the 
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head of his troops, the chief struck boldly into the heart 
of the country in the direction where, as he was informed, 
lay the camp of the Inca. It was a daring enterprise, thus 
to venture with a handful of followers into the heart of a 
powerful empire, to present himself, face to face, before 
the Indian monarch in his own camp, encompassed by 
the flower of his victorious army ! Pizarro had already 
experienced more than once the difficulty of maintaining 
his ground against the rude tribes of the north, so much 
inferior in strength and numbers to the warlike legions of 
Peru. But the hazard of the game, as I have aleady more 
than once had occasion to remark, constituted its great 
charm with the Spaniard. The brilliant achievements of 
his countrymen, on the like occasions, with means so 
inadequate, inspired him with confidence in his own good 
star; and this confidence was one source of his success. 
Had he faltered for a moment — had he stopped to calcu- 
late chances — he must inevitably have failed ; for the 
odds were too great to be combated by sober reason. 
They were only to be met triumphantly by the spirit of 
the knight-errant. 

After crossing the smooth waters of the Piura, the 
little army continued to advance over a level district 
intersected by streams that descended from the neigh- 
bouring Cordilleras. The face of the country was 
shagged over with forests of gigantic growth, and occa- 
sionally traversed by ridges of barren land, that seemed 
like shoots of the adjacent Andes, breaking up the 
surface of the region into little sequestered valleys of 
singular loveliness. The soil, though rarely watered by 
the rains of heaven, was naturally rich ; and wherever it 
was refreshed with moisture, as on the margins of the 
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streams, it was enamelled with the brightest verdure. 
The industry of the inhabitants, moreover, had turned 
these streams to the best account, and canals and 
aqueducts were seen crossing the low lands in all 
directions, and spreading over the country like a vast 
network, diffusing fertility and beauty around them. 
The air was scented with the sweet odours of flowers, 
and everywhere the eye was refreshed by the sight 
of orchards laden with unknown fruits, arid of fields 
waving with yellow grain and rich in luscious vegetables 
of every description that teem in the sunny clime of the 
equator. 

Everywhere, too, they were received with confiding 
hospitality by the simple people; for which they were 
*no doubt indebted, in a great measure, to their own 
inoffensive deportment. Every Spaniard seemed to be 
aware that his only chance of success lay in conciliating 
the good opinion of the inhabitants among whom he had 
so recklessly cast his fortunes. In most of the hamlets, 
and in every place of considerable size, some fortress was 
to be found, or royal caravansary, destined for the Inca 
on his progresses, the ample halls of which furnished 
abundant accommodations for the Spaniards ; who were 
thus provided with quarters along their route at the 
charge of the very government which they were prepar- 
ing to overturn. 

On the fifth day after leaving San Miguel, Pizarro 
halted in one of these delicious valleys, to give his troops 
repose, and to make a more complete inspection of them. 
Their number amounted in all to one hundred and 
seventy-seven, of which sixty-seven were cavalry. He 
mustered only three arquebusiers in his whole company, 
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and a few cross-bow men, altogether not exceeding 
twenty. The troops were tolerably well equipped, and 
in good condition. But the watchful eye of their com- 
mander noticed with uneasiness that, notwithstanding 
the general heartiness in the cause manifested by his 
followers, there were some among them whose counten- 
ances lowered with discontent, and who, although they 
did not give vent to it in open murmurs, were far from 
moving with their wonted alacrity. He w f as aware that, if 
this spirit became contagious, it would be the ruin of the 
enterprise ; and he thought it best to exterminate the 
gangrene at once, and at whatever cost, than to wait 
until it had infected the whole system. He came to an 
extraordinary resolution. 

Calling his men together, he told them that “a crisis 
had now arrived in their affairs, which it demanded all 
their courage to meet. No man should think of going 
forward in the expedition who could not do so with his 
whole heart, or who had the least misgiving as to its 
success. If any repented of his share in it, it was not 
too late to turn back. San Miguel was but poorly 
garrisoned, and he should be glad to see it in greater 
strength. Those who chose might return to this place, 
and they should be entitled to the same proportion of 
lands and Indian vassals as the present residents. With 
the rest, were they few or many, who chose to take 
their chance with him, he should pursue the adventure 
to the end ”. 

There were but nine in all who availed themselves 
of the generals permission. Four of these belonged 
to the infantry, and five to the horse. The rest loudly 
declared their resolve to go forward with their brave 
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leader ; and, if there were some whose voices were faint 
amidst the general acclamation, they, at least, relin- 
quished the right of complaining hereafter, since they 
had voluntarily rejected the permission to return. 

Feeling himself strengthened, instead of weakened, by 
his loss, Pizarro now resumed his march, and, on the 
second day, arrived before a place called Zaran, situated 
in a fruitful valley among the mountains. Some of the 
inhabitants had been drawn off to swell the levies of 
Atahuallpa. The Spaniards had repeated experience on 
their march of the oppressive exactions of the Inca, who 
had almost depopulated some of the valleys to obtain 
reinforcements for his army. The curaca of the Indian 
town, where Pizarro now arrived, received him with kind- 
ness and hospitality, and the troops were quartered as 
usual in one of the royal tambos or caravansaries, which 
were found in all the principal places. 

Yet the Spaniards saw no signs of their approach to 
the royal encampment, though more time had already 
elapsed than was originally allowed for reaching it. 
Shortly before entering Zaran, Pizarro had heard that 
a Peruvian garrison was established in a place called 
Caxas, lying among the hills, at no great distance from 
his present quarters. He immediately despatched a 
small party under Hernando de Soto in that direction, 
to reconnoitre the ground, and bring him intelligence 
of the actual state of things, at Zaran, where he would 
halt until his officer’s return. 

Day after day passed on, and a week had elapsed 
before tidings were received of his companions, and 
Pizarro was becoming seriously alarmed for their fate f 
when, on the eighth morning, Soto appeared, bringing 
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with him an envoy from the Inca himself. He was a 
person of rank, and was attended by several followers 
of inferior condition. He had met the Spaniards at 
Caxas, and now accompanied them on their return, to 
deliver his sovereign’s message, with a present to the 
Spanish commander. The present consisted of two 
fountains, made of stone, in the form of fortresses ; 
some fine stuffs of woollen embroidered with gold and 
silver ; and a quantity of goose-flesh, dried and seasoned 
in a peculiar manner, and much used as a perfume, in a 
pulverized state, by the Peruvian nobles. The Indian 
ambassador came charged also with his master’s greeting 
to the strangers, whom Atahuallpa welcomed to his 
country, and invited to visit him in his camp among 
the mountains. 

Pizarro well understood that the Inca’s object in this 
diplomatic visit was less to do him courtesy, than to 
inform himself of the strength and condition of the 
invaders. But he was well pleased with the embassy, 
and dissembled his consciousness of its real purpose. 
He caused the Peruvian to be entertained in the best 
manner the camp could afford, and paid him the respect, 
says one of the Conquerors, due to the ambassador of so 
great a monarch. Pizarro urged him to prolong his visit 
for some days, which the Indian envoy declined, but 
made the most of his time while there, by gleaning all 
the information he could in respect to the uses of every 
strange article which he saw, as well as the object of the 
white men’s visit to the land, and the quarter whence 
they came. 

On the departure of the Peruvian messenger, Pizarro 
presented him with a cap of crimson cloth, some cheap 
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but showy ornaments of glass, and other toys, which 
he had brought for the purpose from Castile. He 
charged the envoy to tell his master that the Spaniards 
came from a powerful prince, who dwelt far beyond the 
waters ; that they had heard much of the fame of 
Atahuallpa’s victories, and were come to pay their 
respects to him, and to offer their services by aiding 
him with their arms against his enemies ; and he might 
be assured they would not halt on the road, longer 
than was necessary, before presenting themselves before 
him. 

Pizarro now received from Soto a full account of his 
late expedition. That chief, on entering C&xas, found 
the inhabitants mustered in hostile array, as if to dispute 
his passage. But the cavalier soon convinced them of 
his pacific intentions, and laying aside their menacing 
attitude, they received the Spaniards with the same 
courtesy which had been shown them in most places 
on their march. 

Here Soto found one of the royal officers, employed in 
collecting the tribute for the government. From this 
functionary he learned that the Inca was quartered, with 
a large army, at Caxamalca, a place of considerable size 
on the other side of the Cordilleras, where he was enjoy- 
ing the luxury of the warm baths, supplied by natural 
springs, for which it was then famous, as it is at the 
present day. The cavalier gathered, also, much impor- 
tant information in regard to the resources and the 
general policy of government, the state maintained by 
the Inca, and the stern severity with which obedience to 
the law was everywhere enforced. He had some oppor- 
tunity of observing this for himself, as on entering the 
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village, he saw several Indians hanging dead by their 
heels, having been executed for some violence offered to 
Virgins of the Sun, of whom there was a convent in the 
neighbourhood. 

From Caxas, de Soto had passed to the adjacent town 
of Guancabamba, much larger, more populous, and better 
built than the preceding. The houses, instead of being 
made of clay baked in the sun, were many of them con- 
structed of solid stone, so nicely put together, that it was 
impossible to detect the line of junction. A river, which 
passed through the town, was traversed by a bridge, and 
the high road of the Incas, which crossed this district, 
was far superior to that which the Spaniards had seen on 
the sea* board. It was raised in many places, like a 
causeway, paved with heavy stone flags, and bordered by 
trees that afforded a grateful shade to the passenger, 
while streams of water were conducted through aqueducts 
along the sides to slake his thirst. At certain distances, 
also, they noticed small houses, which, they were told, 
were for the accommodation of the traveller, who might 
thus pass, without inconvenience, from one end of the 
kingdom to the other. In another quarter they beheld 
one of those magazines destined for the army, filled with 
grain, and with articles of clothing; and at the entrance 
of the town was a stone building, occupied by a public 
officer, whose business it was to collect the tolls or duties 
on various commodities brought into the place or carried 
out of it. These accounts of De Soto not only confirmed 
all that the Spaniards had heard of the Indian empire, 
but greatly raised their ideas of its resources and 
domestic policy. They might well have shaken the 
confidence of hearts less courageous. 
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Pizarro, before leaving his present quarters, despatched 
a messenger to San Miguel with particulars of his move- 
ments, sending, at the same time, the articles received 
from the Inca, as well as those obtained at different 
places on the route. The skill shown in the execution 
of some of these fabrics excited great admiration, when 
sent to Castile. The fine woollen cloths, especially, with 
their rich embroidery, were pronounced equal to silk, 
from which it was not easy to distinguish them. 

Pizarro, having now acquainted himself with the most 
direct route to Caxamalca, resumed his march, taking a 
direction nearly south. The first place of any size at 
which he halted was Motupe, pleasantly situated in 
a fruitful valley, among hills of no great elevation, which 
cluster round the base of the Cordilleras. The place 
was deserted by its curaca, who, with three hundred of its 
warriors, had gone to join the standard of their Inca. 
Here the general, notwithstanding his avowed purpose to 
push forward without delay, halted four days. The tardi- 
ness of his movements can be explained only by the hope, 
which he may have still entertained, of being joined 
by further reinforcements before crossing the Cordilleras. 
None such appeared, however ; and advancing across 
a country in which tracts of sandy plain were occasionally 
relieved by a broad expanse of verdant meadow, watered 
by natural streams, and still more abundantly by those 
brought through artificial channels, the troops at 
length arrived at the borders of a river. It was broad 
and deep, and the rapidity of the current opposed 
more than ordinary difficulty to the passage Pizarro, 
apprehensive lest this might be disputed by the natives 
on the opposite bank, ordered his brother Hernando to 
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cross over with a small detachment under cover of night, 
and secure a safe landing for the rest of the troops. At 
break of day Pizarro made preparations for his own 
passage, by hewing timber in the neighbouring woods, 
and constructing a sort of floating bridge, on which before 
nightfall the whole company passed in safety, the horses 
swimming being led by the bridle, it was a day of 
severe labour, and Pizarro took his own share in it freely, 
like a common soldier, having ever a word of encourage* 
ment to say to his followers. 

On reaching the opposite side, they learned from their 
comrades that the people of the country, instead of offer- 
ing resistance, had fled in dismay. One of them having 
been taken and brought before Hernando Pizarro, 
refused to answer the questions put to him respecting 
the Inca and his army ; till, being put to the torture, he 
stated that Atahualipa was encamped, with his whole 
force, in three separate divisions, occupying the high 
grounds and plains of Caxamalca. He further stated 
that the Inca was aware of the approach of the white men 
and of their small number, and that he was purposely 
decoying them into his own quarters, that he might 
have them more completely in his power. 

This account, when reported by Hernando to his 
brother, caused the latter much anxiety. As the timidity 
of the peasantry, however, gradually wore off, some of 
them mingled with the troops, and among them the 
curaca or principal person of the village. He had him- 
self visited the royal camp, and he informed the general 
that Atahualipa lay at the strong town of Guamachucho, 
twenty leagues or more south of Caxamalca, with an army 
of at least fifty thousand men. 
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These contradictory statements greatly perplexed the 
chieftain ; and he proposed to one of the Indians who 
had Ijorne him company during a great part of the march, 
to go as a spy into the Inca’s quarters, and bring him 
intelligence of his actual position, and, as far as he could 
learn them, of his intentions towards the Spaniards. 
But the man positively declined this dangerous service, 
though he professed his willingness to go as an authorized 
messenger of the Spanish commander. 

Pizarro acquiesced in this proposal, and instructed his 
envoy to assure the Inca that he was advancing with all 
convenient speed to meet him. He was to acquaint the 
monarch with the uniformly considerate conduct of the 
Spaniards towards his subjects, in their progress through 
the land, and to assure him that they were now coming in 
full confidence of finding in him the same amicable feel- 
ings towards themselves. The emissary was particularly 
instructed to observe if the strong passes on the road 
were defended, or if any preparations of a hostile 
character were to be discerned. 

Having taken this precaution, the wary commander 
again resumed his march, and at the end of three days 
reached the base of the mountain rampart, behind which 
lay the ancient town of Caxamalca. Before him rose 
the stupendous Andes, rock piled upon rock, their skirts 
below dark with evergreen forests, varied here and there 
by terraced patches of cultivated garden, with the 
peasant’s cottage clinging to their shaggy sides, and 
their crests of snow glittering high in the heavens, — 
presenting altogether such a wild chaos of magnificence 
and beauty as no other mountain scenery in the world 
can show. Across this tremendous rampart, through a 
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labyrinth of passes, easily capable of defence by a hand- 
ful of men against an army, the troops were now to 
march. To the right ran a broad and level road, with 
its border of friendly shades, and wide enough for two 
carriages to pass abreast. It was one of the great routes 
leading to Cuzco, and seemed by its pleasant and easy 
access to invite the wayworn soldier to choose it in pre- 
ference to the dangerous mountain defiles. Many were, 
accordingly, of opinion that the army should take this 
course, and abandon the original destination to Caxa- 
malca. But such was not the decision of Pizarro. 

The Spaniards had everywhere proclaimed their pur- 
pose, he said, to visit tine Inca in his camp. This 
purpose had been communicated to the Inca himself. 
To take an opposite direction now would only be tc 
draw on them the imputation of cowardice, and to incut 
Atahuallpa’s contempt. No alternative remained but tc 
march straight across the sierra to his quarters. “Let 
every one of you ”, said the bold cavalier, “ take heart 
and go forward like a good soldier, nothing daunted by 
the smallness of your numbers. For in the greatest 
extremity God ever fights for his own ; and, doubt not, 
he will humble the pride of the heathen, and bring him 
to the knowledge of the true faith, the great end and 
object of the Conquest.” 
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CHAPTER V. 

Severe Passage of the Andes. —Embassies from Atahuallpa.— The 
Spaniards reach Caxamalca. — Embassy to the Inca. — Interview 
with the Inca. — Despondency of the Spaniards. 

* 53 * 

That night Pizarro held a council of his principal 
officers, and it was determined that he should lead the 
advance, consisting of forty horse and sixty foot, and 
reconnoitre the ground ; while the rest of the company, 
under his brother Hernando, should occupy their present 
position till they received further orders. 

At early dawn the Spanish general and his detachment 
were under arms, and prepared to breast the difficulties of 
the sierra. These proved even greater than had been 
foreseen. The path had been conducted in the most 
judicious manner round the rugged and precipitous sides 
of the mountains, so as best to avoid the natural impedi- 
ments presented by the ground. But it was necessarily 
so steep, in many places, that the cavalry were obliged to 
dismount, and, scrambling up as they could, to lead 
their horses by the bridle. In many places, too, where 
some huge crag or eminence overhung the road, this was 
driven to the very verge of the precipice ; and the 
traveller was compelled to wind along the narrow ledge of 
rock, scarcely wide enough for his single steed, where a 
misstep would precipitate him hundreds, nay, thousands, 
of feet into the dreadful abyss ! The wild passes of the 
sierra, practicable for the half-naked Indian, and even for 
the sure and circumspect mule,— -an animal that seems to 

(B >93) * 
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have been created for the roads of the Cordilleras, — were 
formidable to the man at-arms encumbered with his 
panoply of mail. The tremendous fissures or qucbradas y 
so frightful in this mountain chain, yawned open, as if the 
Andes had been split asunder by some terrible convulsion, 
showing a broad expanse of the primitive rock on their 
sides, partially mantled over with the spontaneous vegeta- 
tion of ages ; while their obscure depths furnished a 
channel for the torrents, that, rising in the heart of the 
sierra, worked their way gradually into light, and spread 
over the savannas and green valleys of the tier r a caliente 
on their way to the great ocean. 

Many of these passes afforded obvious points of 
defence ; and the Spaniards, as they entered the rocky 
defiles, looked with apprehension lest they might rouse 
some foe from his ambush. This apprehension was 
heightened, as, at the summit of a steep and narrow 
gorge, in which they were engaged, they beheld a strong 
work, rising like a fortress, and frowning, as it were, in 
gloomy defiance on the invaders. As they drew near this 
building, which was of solid stone, commanding an 
angle of the road, they almost expected to see the dusky 
forms of the warriors rise over the battlements, and 
to receive their tempest of missiles on their bucklers ; for 
it was in so strong a position, that a few resolute men 
might easily have held there an army at bay. But they 
had the satisfaction to find the place untenanted, and 
their spirits were greatly raised by the conviction that the 
Indian monarch did not intend to dispute their passage, 
when it would have been easy to do so with success. 

Pixarro now sent orders to his brother to follow with- 
out delay ; and, after refreshing his men, continued his 
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toilsome ascent, and before nightfall reached an eminence 
crowned by another fortress, of even greater strength 
than the preceding. It was built of solid masonry, the 
lower part excavated from the living rock, and the whole 
work executed with skill not inferior to that of the 
European architect 

Here Pizarro took up his quarters for the night. 
Without waiting for the arrival of the rear, on the follow- 
ing morning he resumed his march, leading still deeper 
into the intricate gorges of the sierra. The climate had 
gradually changed, and the men and horses, especially the 
latter, suffer ed severely from the cold, so long accustomed 
as they had been to tire sultry climate of the tropics. 
The vegetation also had changed its character ; and the 
magnificent timber which covered the lower level of 
the country had gradually given way to the funereal forest 
of pine, and, as they rose still higher, to the stunted 
growth of numberless Alpine plants, whose hardy natures 
found a congenial temperature in the icy atmosphere of 
the more elevated regions. These dreary solitudes 
seemed to l>e nearly abandoned by the brute creation as 
well as by man. The light footed vicuna, roaming in its 
native state, might be sometimes seen looking down 
from some airy cliff, where the foot of the hunter dared 
not venture. But instead of the feathered trite whose 
gay plumage sparkled in the deep glooms of lire tropical 
forests, the adventurers now beheld only the great bird 
of the Andes, the loathsome condor, who, sailing high 
above the clouds, followed with doleful cries in the track 
of the army, as if guided by instinct in the path of blood 
and carnage. 

At length they reached the crest of the Cordillera, 
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where it spreads out into a bold and bleak expanse, with 
scarce the vestige of vegetation, except what is afforded 
by the pajonal t a dried yellow grass, which, as it is seen 
from below, encircling the base of the snow-covered 
peaks, looks, with its brilliant straw-colour lighted up in 
the rays of an ardent sun, like a setting of gold round 
pinnacles of burnished silver. The land was sterile, 
as usual in mining districts, and they were drawing near 
the once famous gold quarries on the way to Caxamalca : 

Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines, 

That on the high equator ridgy rise.” 

Here Pizarro halted for the coming up of the rear. The 
air was sharp and frosty ; and the soldiers, spreading their 
tents, lighted fires, and, huddling round them, endea- 
voured to find some repose after their laborious march. 

They had not been long in these quarters, when a 
messenger arrived, one of those who had accompanied 
the Indian envoy sent by Pizarro to Atahuallpa. He 
informed the general that the road was free from enemies, 
and that an embassy from the Inca was on its way to the 
Castilian camp. Pizarro now sent back to quicken the 
march of the rear, as he was unwilling that the Peruvian 
envoy should find him with his present diminished num- 
bers. The rest of the army were not far distant, and 
not long after reached the encampment. 

In a short time the Indian embassy also arrived, which 
consisted of one of the Inca nobles and several attend- 
ants, bringing a welcome present of llamas to the Spanish 
commander. The Peruvian bore, also, the greetings of 
his master, who wished to know when the Spaniards 
would arrive at Caxamalca, that he might provide suitable 
refreshments for them. Pizarro learned that the Inca had 
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left Guamachucho, and was now lying with a small force 
in the neighbourhood of Caxamalca, at a place celebrated 
for its natural springs of warm water. The Peruvian was 
an intelligent person, and the Spanish commander 
gathered from him many particulars respecting the late 
contests which had distracted the empire. 

On the succeeding morning, at an early hour, the 
troops were again on their march, and for two days were 
occupied in threading the airy defiles of the Cordilleras. 
Soon after beginning their descent on the eastern side, 
another emissary arrived from the Inca, bearing a mess- 
age of similar import to the preceding, and a present, in 
like manner, of Peruvian sheep. This was the same 
noble that had visited Pizarro in the valley. He now 
♦came in more state, quaffing chicha — the fermented juice 
of the maize— from golden goblets borne by his attend- 
ants, which sparkled in the eyes of the rapacious 
adventurers. 

While he was in the camp, the Indian messenger, 
originally sent by Pizarro to the Inca, returned, and 
no sooner did he behold the Peruvian, and the honour* 
able reception which he met with from the Spaniards, 
than he was filled with wrath, which would have vented 
itself in personal violence but for the interposition 
of the bystanders. It was hard, he said, that this 
Peruvian dog should be thus courteously treated, when 
he himself had nearly lost his life on a similar mission 
among his countrymen. On reaching the Inca’s camp 
he had been refused admission to his presence, on the 
ground that he was keeping a fast and could not be seen. 
They had paid no respect to his assertion that he came 
as an envoy from the white men, and would, probably. 
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not have suffered him to escape with life if he had 
not assured them that any violence offered to him would 
be retaliated in full measure on the persons of the Peru- 
vian envoys now in the Spanish quarters. There was no 
doubt, he continued, of the hostile intentions of 
Atahuallpa ; for he was surrounded with a powerful 
army, strongly encamped about a league from Caxa- 
malca, while that city was entirely evacuated by its 
inhabitants. 

To all this the Inca’s envoy coolly replied, that Pizarro’s 
messenger might have reckoned on such a reception as he 
had found, since he seemed to have taken with him no 
credentials of his mission. As to the Inca's fast, that was 
true ; and, although he would doubtless have seen the 
messenger, had he known there was one from the 
strangers, yet it was not safe to disturb him at these 
solemn seasons, when engaged in his religious duties. 
The troops by whom he was surrounded were not 
numerous, considering tlrnt the Inca was at that time 
carrying on an important war ; and as to Caxamalca, it 
was abandoned by the inhabitants in order to make room 
for the white men, who were so soon to occupy it. 

This explanation, however plausible, did not altogether 
satisfy the general ; for he had too deep a conviction of 
the cunning of Atahuallpa, whose intentions towards the 
Spaniards he had long greatly distrusted. As he proposed, 
however, to keep on friendly relations with the monarch 
for the present, it was obviously not his cue to manifest 
suspicion. Affecting, therefore, to give full credit to the 
explanation of the envoy, he dismissed him with reiterated 
assurances of speedily presenting himself before the 
Inca. 
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The descent of the sierra, though the Andes are less 
precipitous on their eastern side than towards the west, 
was attended with difficulties almost equal to those of the 
upward march ; and the Spaniards felt no little satis- 
faction when, on the seventh day, they arrived in view of 
the valley of Caxamalca, which, enamelled with all the 
beauties of cultivation, lay unrolled, like a rich and varie- 
gated carpet of verdure, in strong contrast with the dark 
forms of the Andes, that rose up everywhere around it. 
The valley is of an oval shajve, extending about five 
leagues in length by three in breadth. It was inhabited 
by a population of a superior character to any which the 
Spaniards had met on the other side of the mountains, as 
was argued by the superior style of their attire and the 
greater cleanliness and comfort visible both in their per- 
sons and dwellings. As far as the eye could reach, the 
level tract exhibited the show of a diligent and thrifty 
husbandry. A broad river rolled through the meadows, 
supplying facilities for copious irrigation by means of the 
usual canals and subterraneous aqueducts. The land, 
intersected by verdant hedge rows, was checkered with 
patches of various cultivation ; for the soil was rich, and 
the climate, if less stimulating than that of the sultry 
regions of the coast, was more favourable to the hardy 
products of the temperate latitudes. Below the adven- 
turers, with its white houses glittering in the sun, lay the 
little city of Caxamalca, like a sparkling gem on the dark 
skirts of the sierra. At the distance of about a league 
farther, across the valley might be seen columns of 
vapour rising up towards the heavens, indicating the 
place of the famous hot baths, much frequented by the 
Peruvian princes. And here, too, was a spectacle less 
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grateful to the eyes of the Spaniards ; for along the slope 
of the hills a white cloud of pavilions was seen covering 
the ground, as thick as snow-flakes, for the space, 
apparently, of several miles. “It filled us all with 
amazement ”, exclaims one of the Conquerors, “ to 
behold the Indians occupying so proud a position ! So 
many tents, so well appointed, as were never seen in the 
Indies till now ! The spectacle caused something like 
confusion, and even fear, in the stoutest bosom. But it 
was too late to turn back, or to betray the least sign of 
weakness, since the natives in our own company would, 
in such case, have been the first to rise upon us. So, 
with as bold a countenance as we could, after coolly 
surveying the ground, we prepared for our entrance into 
Caxamalca.” 

What were the feelings of the Peruvian monarch we 
are not informed, when he gazed on the martial cavalcade 
of the Christians, as, with banners streaming, and bright 
panoplies glistening in the rays of the evening sun, it 
emerged from the dark depths of the sierra, and advanced 
in hostile array over the fair domain, which, to this period, 
had never been trodden by other foot than that of the red 
man. 

Pizarro, meanwhile, forming his little corps into three 
divisions, now moved forward at a more measured pace, 
and in order of battle, down the slopes that led towards 
the Indian city. As he drew near, no one came out to 
welcome him ; and he rode through the streets without 
meeting with a living thing, or hearing a sound, except 
the echoes, sent back from the deserted dwellings, of the 
tramp of the soldiery. 

It was a place of considerable size, containing about 
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ten thousand inhabitants. The houses, for the most 
part, were built of clay, hardened in the sun ; the roofs 
thatched, or of timber. Some of the more ambitious 
dwellings were of hewn stone ; and there was a convent 
in the place, occupied by the Virgins of the Sun, and a 
temple dedicated to the same tutelar deity, which last was 
hidden in the deep embowering shades of a grove on the 
skirts of the city. On the quarter towards the Indian 
camp was a square— if square it might be called, which 
was almost triangular in form — of an immense size, sur- 
rounded by low buildings. These consisted of capacious 
halls, with wide doors or openings communicating with 
the square. They were probably intended as a sort 
of barracks for the Incas soldiers. At the end of the 
plaza , looking towards the country, was a fortress of 
stone, with a stairway leading from the city, and a private 
entrance from the adjoining suburbs. There was still 
another fortress on the rising ground which commanded 
the town, built of hewn stone, and encompassed by three 
circular walls — or rather one and the same wall, which 
wound up spirally around it. It was a place of great 
strength, and the workmanship showed a better know- 
ledge of masonry, and gave a higher impression of 
the architectural science of the people than anything 
the Spaniards had yet seen. 

It was late in the afternoon of the fifteenth of 
November, 1532, when the Conquerors entered the 
city of Caxamalca. The weather, which had been 
fair during the day, now threatened a storm, and 
some rain mingled with hail — for it was unusually 
cold —began to fall. Pizarro, however, was so anxious 
to ascertain the dispositions of the Inca, that he deter* 
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mined to send an embassy, at once, to his quarters. 
He selected for this Hernando de Soto, with fifteen 
horse, and, after his departure, conceiving that the 
number was too small, in case of any unfriendly 
demonstrations by the Indians, he ordered his brother 
Hernando to follow with twenty additional troopers. 
This captain and one other of his party have left us 
an account of the excursion. 

Between the city and the imperial camp was a cause- 
way, built in a substantial manner across the meadow 
land that intervened. Over this the cavalry galloped 
at a rapid pace, and, before they had gone a league 
they came in front of the Peruvian encampment where it 
spread along the gentle slope of the mountains. The 
lances of the warriors were fixed in the ground before 
their tents, and the Indian soldiers were loitering with- 
out, gazing with silent astonishment at the Christian 
cavalcade, as with clangor of arms and shrill blast of 
trumpet it swept by, like some fearful apparition, on the 
wings of the wind. 

The party soon came to a broad but shallow stream, 
which, winding through the meadow, formed a defence 
for the Inca’s position. Across it was a wooden bridge ; 
but the cavaliers, distrusting its strength, preferred to 
dash through the waters, and without difficulty gained 
the opposite bank. A battalion of Indian warriors was 
drawn up under arms on the farther side of the bridge, 
but they offered no molestation to the Spaniards ; and 
these latter had strict orders from Pizarro — scarcely 
necessary in their present circumstances — to treat the 
natives with courtesy. One of the Indians pointed out 
the quarter occupied by the Inca. 
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It was an open court yard, with a light building or 
pleasure-house in the centre, having galleries running 
around it, and opening in the rear on a garden. The 
walls were covered with a shining plaster, both white and 
coloured, and in the area before the edifice was seen a 
spacious tank or reservoir of stone, fed by aqueducts 
that supplied it with both warm and cold water. A basin 
of hewn stone — it may be of a more recent construction 
— still bears, on the spot, the name of the “Inca's bath” 
The court was filled with Indian nobles, dressed in gaily 
ornamented attire, in attendance on the monarch, and 
with women of the royal household. Amidst this 
assembly it was not difficult to distinguish the person 
of Atahuallpa, though his dress was simpler than that 
♦of his attendants. But he wore on his head the 
crimson borla or fringe, which, surrounding the fore- 
head, hung down as low as the eyebrow. This was 
the well known badge of Peruvian sovereignty, and 
had been assumed by the monarch only since the 
defeat of his brother Huascar. He was seated on a 
low stool or cushion, somewhat after the Morisco or 
Turkish fashion, and his nobles and principal officers 
stood around him, with great ceremony, holding the 
stations suited to their rank. 

The Spaniards gazed with much interest on the prince, 
of whose cruelty and cunning they had heard so much, 
and whose valour had secured to him the possession of 
the empire. But his countenance exhibited neither the 
fierce passions nor the sagacity which had been ascribed 
to him ; and, though in his bearing he showed a gravity 
and a calm consciousness of authority well becoming 
a king, he seemed to discharge all expression from his 
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features, and to discover only the apathy so characteristic 
of the American races. On the present occasion this 
must have been, in part at least, assumed. For it is 
impossible that the Indian prince should not have 
contemplated with curious interest a spectacle so strange, 
and, in some respects, appalling, as that of these mys- 
terious strangers, for which no previous description could 
have prepared him. 

Hernando Pizarro and Soto, with two or three only of 
their followers, slowly rode up in front of the Inca ; and 
the former, making a respectful obeisance, but without 
dismounting, informed Atahuallpa that he came as an 
ambassador from his brother, the commander of the 
white men, to acquaint the monarch with their arrival 
in his city of Caxamalca. They were the subjects of 
a mighty prince across the waters, and had come, he 
said, drawn thither by the report of his great victories, to 
offer their services, and to impart to him the doctrines of 
the true faith which they professed ; and he brought an 
invitation from the general to Atahuallpa that the latter 
would be pleased to visit the Spaniards in their present 
quarters. 

To all this the Inca answered not a word ; nor did he 
make even a sign of acknowledgment that he compre- 
hended it ; though it was translated for him by Felipilio, 
one of the interpreters already noticed. He remained 
silent, with his eyes fastened on the ground ; but one of 
his nobles, standing by his side, answered, “ It is well ”, 
This was an embarrassing situation for the Spaniards, 
who seemed to be as wide from ascertaining the real dis- 
position of the Peruvian monarch towards themselves as 
when the mountains were between them. 
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In a courteous and respectful manner, Hernando 
Pizarro again broke the silence by requesting the Inca 
to speak to them himself, and to inform them what was 
his pleasure. To this Atahuallpa condescended to reply, 
while a faint smile passed over his features, — a Tell 
your captain that I am keeping a fast, which will end 
to morrow morning. I will then visit him, with my 
chieftains. In the meantime, let him occupy the public 
buildings on the square, and no other, till I come, when 
I will order what shall be done ”. 

Soto, one of the party present at this interview, as 
before noticed, was the best mounted and perhaps the 
best rider in Pizarro's troop. Observing that Atahuallpa 
looked with some interest on the fiery steed that stood 
* before him, champing the bit and pawing the ground 
with the natural impatience of a war-horse, the Spaniard 
gave him the rein, and, striking his iron heel into his 
side, dashed furiously over the plain ; then, wheeling 
him round and round, displayed all the beautiful move- 
ments of his charger, and his own excellent horseman- 
ship. Suddenly checking him in full career, he brought 
the animal almost on his haunches, so near the person of 
the Inca, that some of the foam that flecked his horse’s 
sides was thrown on the royal garments. But Atahuallpa 
maintained the same marble composure as before. 

Refreshments were now offered by the royal attendants 
to the Spaniards, which they declined, being unwilling to 
dismount. They did not refuse, however, to quaff the 
sparkling chicha from golden vases of extraordinary size, 
presented to them by the dark-eyed beauties of the 
harem. Taking then a respectful leave of the Inca, the 
cavaliers rode back to Caxamalca, with many moody 
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speculations on what they had seen : and the state and 
opulence of the Indian monarch ; on the strength of his 
military array, their excellent appointments, and the 
apparent discipline in their ranks, — all arguing a much 
higher degree of civilization, and consequently of power, 
than anything they had witnessed in the lower regions 
of the country. As they contrasted all this with their own 
diminutive force, too far advanced, as they now were, 
for succour to reach them, they felt they had done 
rashly in throwing themselves into the midst of so for- 
midable an empire, and were filled with gloomy forebod- 
ings of the result Their comrades in the camp soon 
caught the infectious spirit of despondency, which was 
not lessened as night came on, and they beheld the 
watch-fires of the Peruvians lighting up the sides of the 
mountains, and glittering in the darkness, “as thick”, 
says one who saw them, “as the stars of heaven 

Yet there was one bosom in that little host which was 
not touched with the feeling of either fear or dejection. 
That was Pizarro’s, who secretly rejoiced that he had 
now brought matters to the issue for which he had so 
long panted. He saw the necessity of kindling a similar 
feeling in his followers, or all would be lost. Without 
unfolding his plans, he went round among his men, 
beseeching them not to show faint hearts at this crisis, 
when they stood face to face with the foe whom they had 
been so long seeking. “They were to rely on them- 
selves, and on that Providence which had carried them 
safe through so many fearful trials. It would not now 
desert them ; and if numbers, however great, were on the 
side of their enemy, it mattered little when the arm of 
Heaven was on theirs.” The Spanish cavalier acted 
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under the combined influence of chivalrous adventure 
and religious zeal. The latter was the most effective in 
the hour of peril ; and Pizzaro, who understood well the 
characters he had to deal with, by presenting the enter- 
prise as a crusade, kindled the dying embers of enthusi- 
asm in the bosoms of his followers, and restored their 
faltering courage. 

He then summoned a council of his officers, to con- 
sider the plan of operations, or rather to propose to them 
the extraordinary plan on which he had himself decided. 
This was to lay an ambuscade for the Inca, and take 
him prisoner in the face of his whole army ! It was a 
project full of peril, — bordering, as it might well seem, 
on desperation. But the circumstances of the Spaniards 
were desperate. Whichever way they turned, they were 
menaced by the most appalling dangers ; and better was 
it bravely to confront the danger, than weakly to shrink 
from it when there was no avenue for escape. 

To fly was now too late. Whether could they fly? 
At the first signal of retreat, the whole army of the Inca 
would be upon them. Their movements would be 
anticipated by a foe far better acquainted with the intri- 
cacies of the sierra than themselves ; the passes would be 
occupied, and they would be hemmed in on all sides ; 
while the mere fact of this retrograde movement would 
diminish the confidence and with it the effective strength 
of his own men, while it doubled that of his enemy. 

Yet to remain long inactive in his present position 
seemed almost equally perilous. Even supposing that 
Atahuallpa should entertain friendly feelings towards the 
Christians, they could not confide in the continuance of 
such feelings. Familiarity with the white men would 
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soon destroy the idea of anything supernatural, or even 
superior in their natures. He would feel contempt for 
their diminutive numbers. Their horses, their arms, 
and showy appointments, would be an attractive bait in 
the eye of the barbaric monarch, and when conscious 
that he had the power to crush their possessors, he would 
not be slow in finding a pretext for it. A sufficient one 
had already occurred in the high-handed measures of the 
Conquerors, on their march through his dominions. 

But what reason had they to flatter themselves that 
the Inca cherished such a disposition towards them ? He 
was a crafty and unscrupulous prince, and, if the accounts 
they had repeatedly received on their march were true, 
had ever regarded the coming of the Spaniards with an 
evil eye. It was scarcely possible he should do other- 
wise. His soft messages had only been intended to 
decoy them across the mountains, where, with the aid of 
his warriors, he might readily overpower them. They 
were entangled in the toils which the cunning monarch 
had spread for them. 

Their only remedy, then, was to turn the Inca's arts 
against himself ; to take him, if possible, in his own 
snare. There was no time to be lost ; for any day might 
bring back the victorious legions who had recently won 
his battles at the south, and thus make the odds against 
the Spaniards far greater than now. 

Yet to encounter Atahuallpa in the open field would 
be attended with great hazard ; and even it victorious, 
there would be little probability that the person of the 
Inca, of so much importance, would fall into the hands 
of the victors. The invitation he had so unsuspiciously 
accepted to visit them in their quarters afforded the 
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best means for securing this desirable prize. Nor was 
the enterprise so desperate, considering the great advan- 
tages afforded by the character and weapons of the 
invaders, and the unexpectedness of the assault. The 
mere circumstance of acting on a concerted plan would 
alone make a small number more than a match for a much 
larger one. But it was not necessary to admit the whole 
of the Indian force into the city before the attack ; and 
the person of the Inca once secured, his followers, 
astounded by so strange an event, were they few or 
many, would have no heart for further resistance ; — and 
with the Inca once in his power, Pizarro might dictate 
laws to the empire. 

Pizarro having concerted his plans for the following 
day, the council broke up, and the chief occupied him- 
self with providing for the security of the camp during 
the night. The approaches to the town were defended ; 
sentinels were posted at different points, especially on 
the summit of the fortress, where they were to observe 
the position of the enemy, and to report any movement 
that menaced the tranquillity of the night. After these 
precautions, the Spanish commander and his followers 
withdrew to their appointed quarters, — but not to sleep. 
At least, sleep must have come too late to those who 
were aware of the decisive plan for the morrow, that 
morrow which was to be the crisis of their fate, — to crown 
their ambitious schemes with full success, or consign 
them to irretrievable ruin ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Desperate Plan of Pizarro.— Atahuallpa visits the Spaniards.— 
Horrible Massacre. —The Inca a Prisoner.— Conduct of the 
Conquerors.— Splendid Promises of the Inca.— Death of 
Huascar. 

1532 . 

The clouds of the evening had passed away, and the 
sun rose bright on the following morning, the most 
memorable epoch in the annals of Peru. It was Satur- 
day, the sixteenth of November, 1532. The loud cry of 
the trumpet called the Spaniards to arms with the first 
streak of dawn; and Pizarro, briefly acquainting them 
with the plan of the assault, made the necessary dispo- 
sitions. 

The plaza , as mentioned in the preceding chapter, was 
defended on its three sides by low ranges of buildings, 
consisting of spacious halls with wide doors or vomitories 
opening into the square. In these halls he stationed his 
cavalry in two divisions, one under his brother Hernando, 
the other under De Soto. The infantry he placed in 
another of the buildings, reserving twenty chosen men to 
act with himself as occasion might require. Pedro de 
Candia, with a few soldiers and the artillery, — compre- 
hending under this imposing name two small pieces of 
ordnance, called falconets, — he established in the fortress. 
All received orders to wait at their posts till the arrival 
of the Inca. After his entrance into the great square, 
they were still to remain under cover, withdrawn from 
observation, till the signal was given by the discharge of 
a gun, when they vrere to cry their war-cries, to rush out 
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in a body from their covert, and, putting the Peruvians 
to the sword, bear off the person of the Inca. The 
arrangement of the immense halls, opening on a level 
with the plaza y seemed to be contrived on purpose for a 
coup dc theatre. Pizarro particularly inculcated order and 
implicit obedience, that in the hurry of the moment 
there should be no confusion. Everything depended on 
their acting with concert, coolness, and celerity. 

The chief next saw that their arms were in good order ; 
and that the breastplates of their horses were garnished 
with bells, to add by their noise to the consternation of 
the Indians. Refreshments were, also, liberally pro- 
vided, that the troops should be in condition for the 
conflict These arrangements being completed, mass 
# was performed with great solemnity by the ecclesiastics 
who attended the expedition ; the God of battles was 
invoked to spread his shield over the soldiers who were 
fighting to extend the empire of the Cross; and all 
joined with enthusiasm in the chant, “ Exsurge % Domine ”, 
“ Rise, O Lord ! and judge thine own cause One 
might have supposed them a company of martyrs, about 
to lay down their lives in defence of their faith, instead 
of a licentious band of adventurers, meditating one of 
the most atrocious acts of perfidy on the record of 
history I Yet, whatever were the vices of the Castilian 
cavalier, hypocrisy was not among the number. He felt 
that he was battling for the Cross, and under this con- 
viction, exalted as it was at such a moment as this into 
the predominant impulse, he was blind to the baser 
motives which mingled with the enterprise. With feel- 
ings thus kindled to a flame of religious ardour, the 
soldiers of Pizarro looked forward with renovated spirits 
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to the coming conflict ; and the chieftain saw with satis- 
faction, that in the hour of trial his men would be true 
to their leader and themselves. 

It was late in the day before any movement was visible 
in the Peruvian camp, where much preparation was 
making to approach the Christian quarters with due state 
and ceremony. A message was received from Atahuallpa, 
informing the Spanish commander that he should come 
with his warriors fully armed, in the same manner as the 
Spaniards had come to his quarters the night preceding. 
This was not an agreeable intimation to Pizarro, though 
he had no reason, probably, to expect the contrary. 
But to object might imply distrust, or, perhaps, disclose, 
in some measure, his own designs. He expressed his 
satisfaction, therefore, at the intelligence, assuring the 
Inca, that, come as he would, he would be received by 
him as a friend and brother. 

It was noon before the Indian procession was on its 
march, when it was seen occupying the great causeway 
for a long extent. In front came a large body of attend- 
ants, whose office seemed to be to sweep away every 
particle of rubbish from the road. High above the crowd 
appeared the Inca, borne on the shoulders of his princi- 
pal nobles, while others of the same rank marched by the 
sides of his litter, displaying such a dazzling show of 
ornaments on their persons, that, in the language of one 
of the Conquerors, “ they blazed like the sun f \ But the 
greater part of the Inca’s forces mustered along the fields 
that lined the road, and were spread over the broad 
meadows as far as the eye could reach. 

When the royal procession had arrived within half a 
mile of the city, it came to a halt ; and Pizz&ro saw with 
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surprise that Atahuallpa was preparing to pitch his tents, 
as if to encamp there. A messenger soon after arrived, 
informing the Spaniards that the Inca would occupy his 
present station the ensuing night, and enter the city on 
the follow morning. 

This intelligence greatly disturbed Pizarro, who had 
shared in the general impatience of his men at the tardy 
movements of the Peruvians. The troops had been 
under arms since daylight, the cavalry mounted, and the 
infantry at their post, waiting in silence the coming of the 
Inca. Nothing, Pizarro well knew, was so trying to the 
soldier as prolonged suspense, in a critical situation like 
the present. He returned an answer, therefore, to Ata- 
huallpa, deprecating his change of purpose ; and adding 
th^f he had provided everything for his entertainment, 
and expected him that night to sup with him. 

This message turned the Inca from his purpose ; and, 
striking his tents again, he resumed his march, first 
advising the general that he should leave the greater part 
of his warriors behind, and enter the place with only a few 
of them, and without arms, as he preferred to pass the 
night at Caxamalca. At the same time he ordered 
accommodations to be provided for himself and his 
retinue in one of the large stone buildings, called, from a 
serpent sculptured on the walls, “the House of the 
Serpent”. — No tidings could have been more grateful to 
the Spaniards. It seemed as if the Indian monarch was 
eager to rush into the snare that had been spread for 
him ! The fanatical cavalier could not fail to discern in 
it the immediate finger of Providence. 

It was not long before sunset, when the van of the 
royal procession entered the gates of the city. First 
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came some hundreds of the menials, employed to clear 
the path from every obstacle, and singing songs of triumph 
as they came, u which, in our ears ”, says one of the Con- 
querors, “ sounded like the songs of hell ! ” Then 
followed other bodies of different ranks, and dressed in 
different liveries. Some wore a showy stuff, checkered 
white and red, like the squares of a chess-board. Others 
were clad in pure white, bearing hammers or maces of 
silver or copper ; and the guards, together with those in 
immediate attendance on the prince, were distinguished 
by a rich azure livery, and a profusion of gay ornaments, 
while the large pendants attached to the ears indicated 
the Peruvian noble. 

Elevated high above his vassals came the Inca Ata- 
huallpa, borne on a sedan or open litter, on which was a 
sort of throne made of massive gold of inestimable value. 
The palanquin was lined with the richly coloured plumes 
of tropical birds, and studded with shining plates of 
gold and silver. The monarch’s attire was much richer 
than on the preceding evening. Round his neck was 
suspended a collar of emeralds of uncommon size and 
brilliancy. His short hair was decorated with golden 
ornaments, and the imperial borla encircled his temples. 
The bearing of the Inca was sedate and dignified ; and 
from his lofty station he looked down on the multitudes 
below with an air of composure, like one accustomed to 
command. 

As the leading files of the procession entered the great 
square, larger, says an old chronicler, than any square in 
Spain, they opened to the right and left for the royal 
retinue to pass. Everything was conducted with admir- 
able order. The monarch was permitted to traverse the 
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plata in silence, and not a Spaniard was to be seen. 
When some five or six thousand of his people had 
entered the place, Atahuallpa halted, and turning round 
with an inquiring look, demanded, “ Where are the 
strangers ? ” 

At this moment Fray Vicente de Valverde, a Domini- 
can friar, Pizarro’s chaplain, and afterwards Bishop of 
Cuzco, came forward with his breviary, or, as other 
accounts say, a Bible in one hand and a crucifix in the 
other, and, approaching the Inca, told him that he came 
by order of his commander to expound to him the 
doctrines of the true faith, for which purpose the 
Spaniards had come from a great distance to his 
country. The friar then explained, as clearly as he 
could, the mysterious doctrine of the Trinity, and, 
ascending high in his account, began with the creation 
of man, thence passed to his fall, to his subsequent 
redemption by Jesus Christ, to the crucifixion, and the 
ascension, when the Saviour left the Apostle Peter as his 
Vicegerent upon earth. This power had been transmitted 
to the successors of the Apostles, good and wise men, 
who, under the title of Popes, held authority over all 
powers and potentates on earth. One of the last of these 
Popes had commissioned the Spanish emperor, the most 
mighty monarch in the world, to conquer and convert 
the natives in this western hemisphere ; and his general, 
Francisco Pizarro, had now come to execute this 
important mission. The friar concluded with beseech- 
ing the Peruvian monarch to receive him kindly ; to 
abjure the errors of his own faith, and embrace that of 
the Christians now proffered to him, the only one by 
which he could hope for salvation ; and, furthermore, to 
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acknowledge himself a tributary of the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, who, in that event, would aid and protect him 
as his loyal vassal. 

Whether Atahuallpa possessed himself of every link in 
the curious chain of argument by which the monk con* 
nected Pizarro with St. Peter may be doubted. It is 
certain, however, that he must have had very incorrect 
notions of the Trinity, if, as Garcillasso states, the inter- 
preter Felipillo explained it by saying that “ the Christians 
believed in three Gods and one God, and that made 
four ”. But there is no doubt he perfectly comprehended 
that the drift of the discourse was to persuade him to 
resign his sceptre and acknowledge the supremacy of 
another. 

The eyes of the Indian monarch flashed fire, and his 
dark brow grew darker as he replied, — “ I will be no 
man’s tributary, I am greater than any prince upon 
earth. Your emperor may be a great prince ; I do not 
doubt it, when I see that he has sent his subjects so far 
across the waters, and I am willing to hold him as a 
brother. As for the Pope of whom you speak, he must 
be crazy to talk of giving away countries which do not 
belong to him. For my faith ”, he continued, “ I will not 
change it. Your own God, as you say, was put to death 
by the very men whom he created. But mine ”, he con- 
cluded, pointing to his Deity, — then, alas ! sinking in 
glory behind the mountains, — “ my God still lives in the 
heavens, and looks down on his children w . 

He then demanded of Val verde by what authority 
he had said these things. The friar pointed to the book 
which he held as his authority. Atahuallpa, taking it, 
turned over the pages a moment, then, as the insult he 
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had received probably flashed across his mind, he threw 
it down with vehemence, and exclaimed,—" Tell your 
comrades that they shall give me an account of their 
doings in my land. I will not go from here till they 
have made me full satisfaction for all the wrongs they 
have committed 

The friar, greatly scandalized by the indignity offered 
to the sacred volume, stayed only to pick it up, and 
hastening to Pizarro informed him of what had been 
done, exclaiming, at the same time, — “ Do you not see 
that, while we stand here wasting our breath in talking 
with this dog, full of pride as he is, the fields are filling 
with Indians? Set on, at once; I absolve you". 
Pizarro saw that the hour had come. He waved a white 
scarf in the air, the appointed signal. The fatal gun was 
* fired from the fortress. Then, springing into the square, 
the Spanish captain and his followers shouted the old 
war-cry of " St. Jago and at them It was answered by 
the battle-cry of every Spaniard in the city, as, rushing 
from the avenues of the great halls in which they were 
concealed, they poured into the plaza , horse and foot, 
each in his own dark column, and threw themselves 
into the midst of the Indian crowd. The latter, taken 
by surprise, stunned by the report of artillery and 
muskets, the echoes of which reverberated like thunder 
from the surrounding buildings, and blinded by the 
smoke which rolled in sulphurous volumes along the 
square, were seized with a panic. They knew not 
whither to fly for refuge from the coming ruin. Nobles 
and commoners, — all were trampled down under the 
fierce charge of the cavalry, who dealt their blows right 
and left, without sparing ; while their swords, flashing 
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through the thick gloom, carried dismay into the hearts 
of the wretched natives, who now, for the first time, saw 
the horse and his rider in all their terrors. They made 
no resistance, — as, indeed, they had no weapons with 
which to make it. Every avenue to escape was closed, 
for the entrance to the square was choked up with the 
dead bodies of men who had perished in vain efforts 
to fly ; and, such was the agony of the survivors under 
the terrible pressure of their assailants, that a large body 
of Indians, by their convulsive struggles, burst through 
the wall of stone and dried clay which formed part of the 
boundary of the plaza! It fell, leaving an opening 
of more than a hundred paces, through which multi- 
tudes now found their way into the country, still 
hotly pursued by the cavalry, who, leaping the fallen 
rubbish, hung on the rear of the fugitives, striking 
them down in all directions. 

Meanwhile the fight, or rather massacre, continued hot 
around the Inca, whose person was the great object of the 
assault His faithful nobles, rallying about him, threw 
themselves in the way of the assailants, and strove, by 
tearing them from their saddles, or, at least, by offering 
their own bosoms as a mark for their vengeance, to 
shield their beloved master. It is said by some authori- 
ties, that they carried weapons concealed under their 
clothes. If so, it availed them nothing, as it is not 
pretended that they used them. But the most timid 
animal will defend itself when at bay. That they did 
not so in the present instance is proof that they had 
no weapons to use. Yet they still continued to force 
back the cavaliers, clinging to their horses with dying 
grasp, and, as one was cut down, another taking the 
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place of his fallen comrade with a loyalty truly 
affecting* 

The Indian monarch, stunned and bewildered, saw 
his faithful subjects falling round him without fully 
comprehending his situation. The litter on which he 
rode heaved to and fro, as the mighty press swayed 
backwards and forwards ; and he gazed on the over- 
whelming ruin, like some forlorn mariner, who, tossed 
about in his bark by the furious elements, sees the light- 
ning’s flash and hears the thunder bursting around him 
with the consciousness that he can do nothing to avert 
his fate. At length, weary with the work of destruction, 
the Spaniards, as the shades of evening grew deeper, felt 
afraid that the royal prize might after alt elude them ; 
and some of the cavaliers made a desperate attempt 
to end the affray at once by taking Atahuallpa’s life. 
But Pizarro, who was nearest his person, called out with 
stentorian voice, “ Let no one, who values his life, strike 
at the Inca ” ; and, stretching out his arm to shield him, 
received a wound on the hand from one of his own men, 
the only wound received by a Spaniard in the action. 

The struggle now became fiercer than ever round the 
royal litter. It reeled more and more, and at length, 
several of the nobles who supported it having been slain, 
it was overturned, and the Indian prince would have 
come with violence to the ground had not his fall been 
broken by the efforts of Pizarro and some other of the 
cavaliers, who caught him in their arms. The imperial 
bor/a was instantly snatched from his temples by a soldier 
named Estete, and the unhappy monarch, strongly secured, 
was removed to a neighbouring building, where he was 
carefully guarded. 
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All attempt at resistance now ceased. The fate of the 
Inca soon spread over town and country. The charm 
which might have held the Peruvians together was dis- 
solved. Every man thought only of his own safety. 
Even the soldiery encamped on the adjacent fields took 
the alarm, and, learning the fatal tidings, were seen flying 
in every direction before their pursuers, who, in the heat 
of triumph, showed no touch of mercy. At length night, 
more pitiful than man, threw her friendly mantle over the 
fugitives, and the scattered troops of Pizarro rallied once 
more at the sound of the trumpet in the bloody square of 
Caxamalca. 

That night Pizarro kept his engagement with the Inca, 
since he had Atahuallpa to sup with him. The banquet 
was served in one of the halls facing the great square, 
which a few hours before had been the scene of slaughter, 
and the pavement of which was still encumbered with the 
dead bodies of the Inca’s subjects. The captive monarch 
was placed next his conqueror. He seemed like one who 
did not yet fully comprehend the extent of his calamity. 
If he did, he showed an amazing fortitude. “ It is the 
fortune of war ”, he said ; and, if we may credit the 
Spaniards, he expressed his admiration of the adroitness 
with which they had contrived to entrap him in the midst 
of his own troops. He added, that he had been made 
acquainted with the progress of the white men from the 
hour of their landing ; but that he had been led to under- 
value their strength from the insignificance of their 
numbers. He had no doubt he should be easily able to 
overpower them, on their arrival at Caxamalca, by his 
superior strength ; and, as he wished to see for himself 
what manner of men they were, he had suffered them to 
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cross the mountains, meaning to select such as he chose 
for his own service, and getting possession of their 
wonderful arms and horses, put the rest to death. 

That such may have been Atahuallpa’s purpose is not 
improbable. It explains his conduct in not occupying the 
mountain passes, which afforded such strong points of 
defence against invasion. But that a prince so astute, as 
by the general testimony of the Conquerors he is repre- 
sented to have been, should have made so impolitic a 
disclosure of his hidden motives is not so probable. The 
intercourse with the Inca was carried on chiefly by means 
of the interpreter Felipillo, or little Philip y as he was 
called, from his assumed Christian name, — a malicious 
youth, as it appears, who bore no good-will to Atahu- 
allpa, and whose interpretations were readily admitted by 
the Conquerors, eager to find some pretext for their 
bloody reprisals. 

Before retiring for the night, Pizarro briefly addressed 
the troops on their present situation. When he had 
ascertained that not a man was wounded, he bade them 
offer up thanksgivings to Providence for so great a 
miracle; without its care, they could never have pre- 
vailed so easily over the host of their enemies ; and 
he trusted their lives had been reserved for still greater 
things. But if they would succeed, they had much to do 
for themselves. They were in the heart of a powerful 
kingdom, encompassed by foes deeply attached to their 
own sovereign. They must be ever on their guard, there- 
fore, and be prepared at any hour to be roused from 
their slumbers by the call of the trumpet. Having then 
posted his sentinels, placed a strong guard over the 
apartment of Atahuallpa, and taken all the precautions of 
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a careful commander, Pizarro withdrew to repose ; and, if 
he could really feel, that, in the bloody scenes of the past 
day, he had been fighting only the good fight of the 
Cross, he doubtless slept sounder than on the night pre- 
ceding the seizure of the Inca. 

On the following morning, the first commands of the 
Spanish chief were to have the city cleansed of its 
impurities ; and the prisoners, of whom there were many 
in the camp, were employed to remove the dead and 
give them decent burial. His next care was to despatch 
a body of about thirty horse to the quarters lately occu- 
pied by Atahuallpa at the baths, to take possession of 
the spoil, and disperse the remnant of the Peruvian 
forces which still hung about the place. 

Before noon, the party which he had detached on 
this service returned with a large troop of Indians, men 
and women, among the latter of whom were many of 
the wives and attendants of the Inca. The Spaniards 
had met with no resistance ; since the Peruvian warriors, 
though so superior in number, excellent in appointments, 
and consisting mostly of able-bodied young men, — for 
the greater part of the veteran forces were with the Inca’s 
generals at the south, — lost all heart from the moment 
of their sovereign’s captivity. There was no leader to 
take his place; for they recognised no authority but 
that of the Child of the Sun, and they seemed to be 
held by a sort of invisible charm near the place of his 
confinement ; while they gazed with superstitious awe on 
the white men, who could achieve so audacious an 
enterprise. 

The number of Indian prisoners was so great, that 
some of the Conquerors were for putting them ail to 
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death, or, at least, cutting off their hands, to disable 
them from acts of violence, and to strike terror into 
their countrymen. The proposition, doubtless, came 
from the lowest and most ferocious of the soldiery. 
But that it should have been made at all shows what 
materials entered into the composition of Pizarro's 
company. The chief rejected it at once, as no less 
impolitic than inhuman, and dismissed the Indians 
to their several homes, with the assurance that none 
should be harmed who did not offer resistance to 
the white men. A sufficient number, however, were 
retained to wait on the Conquerors, who were so well 
provided, in this respect, that the most common soldier 
was attended by a retinue of menials that would have 
better suited the establishment of a noble. 

The Spaniards had found immense droves of llamas 
under the care of their shepherds in the neighbourhood 
of the baths, destined for the consumption of the Court. 
Many of them were now suffered to roam abroad among 
their native mountains ; though Pizarro caused a con- 
siderable number to be reserved for the use of the army. 
And this was no small quantity, if, as one of the Con- 
querors says, a hundred and fifty of the Peruvian sheep 
were frequently slaughtered in a day. Indeed, the 
Spaniards were so improvident in their destruction of 
these animals, that, in a few years, the superb flocks, 
nurtured with so much care by the Peruvian government, 
had almost disappeared from the land. 

The party sent to pillage the Inca's pleasure-house 
brought back a rich booty in gold and silver, consisting 
chiefly of plate for the royal table, which greatly 
astonished the Spaniards by their size and weight 
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These, as well as some large emeralds obtained there, 
together with the precious spoils found on the bodies of 
the Indian nobles who had perished in the massacre, 
were placed in safe custody, to be hereafter divided. 
In the city of Caxamalca, the troops also found magazines 
stored with goods, both cotton and woollen, far superior 
to any they had seen, for fineness of texture, and the 
skill with which the various colours were blended. 
They were piled from the floors to the very roofs of the 
buildings, and in such quantity, that, after every soldier 
had provided himself with what he desired, it made no 
sensible diminution of the whole amount. 

Pizarro would now gladly have directed his march on 
the Peruvian capital. But the distance was great 
and his force was small. This must have been still 
further crippled by the guard required for the Inca, 
and the chief feared to involve himself deeper in a 
hostile empire so populous and powerful, with a prize 
so precious in his keeping. With much anxiety, there- 
fore, he looked for reinforcements from the colonies ; 
and he despatched a courier to San Miguel, to inform 
the Spaniards there of his recent successes, and to 
ascertain if there had been any arrival from Panama. 
Meanwhile he employed his men in making Caxamalca 
a more suitable residence for a Christian host, by 
erecting a church, or, perhaps, appropriating some 
Indian edifice to this use, in which mass was regularly 
performed by the Dominican fathers with great solemnity. 
The dilapidated walls of the city were also restored in a 
more substantial manner than before, and every vestige 
was soon effaced of the hurricane that had so recently 
swept over it. 
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It was not long before Atahuallpa discovered, amidst 
all the show of religious zeal in his Conquerors, a lurking 
appetite more potent in most of their bosoms than either 
religion or ambition. This was the love of gold. He 
determined to avail himself of it to procure his own 
freedom. The critical posture of his affairs made it 
important that this should not be long delayed. His 
brother Huascar, ever since his defeat, had been detained 
as a prisoner, subject to the victor’s orders. He was 
now at Andamarca, at no great distance from Caxamalca ; 
and Atahuallpa feared, with good reason, that, when his 
own imprisonment was known, Huascar would find it 
easy to corrupt his guards, make his escape, and put 
himself at the head of the contested empire, without a 
rival to dispute it. 

In the hope, therefore, to effect his purpose by appeal- 
ing to the avarice of his keepers, he one day told Pizarro, 
that, if he would set him free, he would engage to cover 
the floor of the compartment on which they stood with 
gold. Those present listened with an incredulous smile ; 
and, as the Inca received no answer, he said, with some 
emphasis, that u he would not merely cover the floor, but 
would fill the room with gold as high as he could reach”; 
and, standing on tiptoe, he stretched out his hand against 
the wall. All stared with amazement ; while they 
regarded it as the insane boast of a man too eager to 
procure his liberty to weigh the meaning of his words. 
Yet Pizarro was sorely perplexed. As he had advanced 
into the country, much that he had seen, and all that he 
had heard, had confirmed the dazzling reports first 
received of the riches of Peru. Atahuallpa himself had 
given him the most glowing picture of the wealth of the 
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capital, where the roofs of the temples were plated with 
gold, while the walls were hung with tapestry and the 
floors inlaid with tiles of the same precious metal 
There must be some foundation for all this. At all 
events, it was safe to accede to the Inca’s proposition ; 
since, by so doing, he could collect, at once, all the 
gold at his disposal, and thus prevent its being purloined 
or secreted by the natives. He therefore acquiesced in 
Atahuallpa's offer, and, drawing a red line along the wall 
at the height which the Inca had indicated, he caused 
the terms of the proposal to be duly recorded by the 
notary. The apartment was about seventeen feet broad, 
by twenty-two feet long, and the line round the walls was 
nine feet from the floor. This space was to be filled 
with gold ; but it was understood that the gold was not 
to be melted down into ingots, but to retain the original 
form of the articles into which it was manufactured, that 
the Inca might have the benefit of the space which they 
occupied. He further agreed to fill an adjoining room 
of smaller dimensions twice full with silver, in like 
manner; and he demanded two months to accomplish 
all this. 

No sooner was this arrangement made, than the Inca 
despatched couriers to Cuzco and the other principal 
places in the kingdom, with orders that the gold orna- 
ments and utensils should be removed from the royal 
palaces, and from the temples and other public buildings, 
and transported without loss of time to Caxamalca. 
Meanwhile he continued to live in the Spanish quarters, 
treated with the respect due to his rank, and enjoying all 
the freedom that was compatible with the security of his 
person. Though not permitted to go abroad, his limbs 
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were unshackled, and he had the range of his own 
apartments under the jealous surveillance of a guard, who 
knew too well the value of the royal captive to be remiss. 
He was allowed the society of his favourite wives, and 
Pizarro took care that his domestic privacy should not be 
violated. His subjects had free access to their sovereign, 
and every day he received visits from the India nobles, 
who came to bring presents, and offer condolence to 
their unfortunate master. On such occasions, the most 
potent of these great vassals never ventured into his 
presence, without first stripping off their sandals, and 
bearing a load on their backs in token of reverence. 
The Spaniards gazed with curious eyes on these acts of 
homage, or rather of slavish submission, on the one side, 
and on the air of perfect indifference with which they 
were received, as a matter of course, on the other ; and 
they conceived high ideas of the character of a prince 
who, even in his present helpless condition, could inspire 
such feelings of awe in his subjects. The royal levee 
was so well attended, and such devotion was shown by 
his vassals to the captive monarch, as did not fail, in 
the end, to excite some feelings of distrust in his 
keepers. 

Pizarro did not neglect the opportunity afforded him 
of communicating the truths of revelation to his prisoner, 
and both he and his chaplain, Father Valverde, laboured 
in the same good work. Atahuallpa listened with com- 
posure and apparent attention. But nothing seemed to 
move him so much as the argument with which the 
military polemic closed his discourse, — that it could not 
be the true God whom Atahuallpa worshipped, since he 
had suffered him to fall into the hands of his enemies. 
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The unhappy monarch assented to the force of this, 
acknowledging that his Deity had indeed deserted him in 
his utmost need. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Gold Arrives for the Ransom. —Visit to Pachacamac. — Demolition of 
the Idol. — The Inca’s favourite General. — The Inca’s Life in 
Confinement. — Envoy’s Conduct in Cuzco. — Arrival of Almagro. 

1533 - 

Several weeks had now passed since Atahuallpa’s emis- 
saries had been despatched for the gold and silver that 
were to furnish his ransom to the Spaniards. But the 
distances were great, and the returns came in slowly. 
They consisted, for the most part, of massive pieces of 
plate, some of which weighed two or three arrobas > — a 
Spanish weight of twenty-five pounds. The greedy eyes 
of the Conquerors gloated on the shining heaps of treasure, 
which were transported on the shoulders of the Indian 
porters, and, after being carefully registered, were placed 
in safe deposit under a strong guard. They now began 
to believe that the magnificent promises of the Inca 
would be fulfilled. But, as their avarice was sharpened 
by the ravishing display of wealth, such as they had hardly 
dared to imagine, they became more craving and 
impatient. They made no allowance for the distance 
and the difficulties of the way, and loudly inveighed 
against the tardiness with which the royal commands 
were executed. They even suspected Atahuallpa of 
devising this scheme only to gain a pretext for com- 
municating with his subjects in distant places, and of 
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proceeding as dilatory as possible, in order to secure 
time for the execution of his plans. Rumours of a rising 
among the Peruvians were circulated, and the Spaniards 
were in apprehension of some general and sudden assault 
on their quarters. Their new acquisitions gave them 
additional cause for solicitude : like a miser, they trembled 
in the midst of their treasures, 

Pizarro reported to his captive the rumours that were 
in circulation among the soldiers, naming, as one of the 
places pointed out for the rendezvous of the Indians, the 
neighbouring city of Guamachucho. Atahuallpa listened 
with undisguised astonishment, and indignantly repelled 
the charge, as false from beginning to end. “No one of 
my subjects”, said he, “would dare to appear in arms, 
or to raise his finger, without my orders. You have me ”, 
he continued, “ in your power. Is not my life at your 
disposal? And what better security can you have for 
my fidelity ? ” He then represented to the Spanish com- 
mander, that the distances of many of the places were 
very great ; that to Cuzco, the capital, although a message 
might be sent by post, through a succession of couriers, 
in five days from Caxamalca, it would require weeks for 
a porter to travel over the same ground, with a heavy 
load on his back. “ But that you may be satisfied I am 
proceeding in good faith ”, he added, “ I desire you will 
send some of your own people to Cuzco. I will give 
them a safe-conduct, and, when there, they can superintend 
the execution of the commission, and see with their own 
eyes that no hostile movements are intended.” It was a 
fair offer, and Pizarro, anxious to get more precise and 
authentic information of the state of the country, gladly 
availed himself of it 
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Before the departure of these emissaries, the general 
had despatched his brother Hernando with about twenty 
horse and a small body of infantry to the neighbouring 
town of Guamachucho, in order to reconnoitre the 
country, and ascertain if there was any truth in the report 
of an armed force having assembled there. Hernando 
found everything quiet, and met with a kind reception 
from the natives. But before leaving the place, he 
received further orders from his brother to continue his 
march to Pachacamac, a town situated on the coast, at 
least a hundred leagues distant from Caxamalca, It was 
consecrated as the seat of the great temple of the deity 
of that name, whom the Peruvians worshipped as the 
Creator of the world. It is said that they found there 
altars raised to this god, on their first occupation of the 
country ; and, such was the veneration in which he was 
held by the natives, that the Incas, instead of attempting 
to abolish his worship, deemed it more prudent to 
sanction it conjointly with that of their own deity, the 
Sun. Side by side, the two temples rose on the heights 
that overlooked the city of Pachacamac, and prospered 
in the offerings of their respective votaries. “ It was a 
cunning arrangement ”, says an ancient writer, “ bv which 
the great enemy of man secured to himself a double 
harvest of souls.” 

But the temple of Pachacamac continued to maintain 
its ascendency ; and the oracles, delivered from its dark 
and mysterious shrine, were held in no less repute among 
the natives of Tamntinsuyu (or “ the four quarters of the 
world ”, as Peru under the Incas was called,) than the 
oracles of Delphi obtained among the Greeks. Pilgri- 
mages were made to the hallowed spot from the most 
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distant regions, and the city of Pachacamac became 
among the Peruvians what Mecca was among the 
Mahometans, or Cholula with the people of Anahuac. 
The shrine of the deity, enriched by the tributes of the 
pilgrims, gradually became one of the most opulent in 
the land ; and Atahuallpa, anxious to collect his ransom 
as speedily as possible, urged Pizarro to send a detach- 
ment in that direction, to secure the treasures before 
they could be secreted by the priests of the temple. 

It was a journey of considerable difficulty. Two-thirds 
of the route lay along the table-land of the Cordilleras, 
intersected occasionally by crests of the mountain range, 
that imposed no slight impediment to their progress. 
Fortunately, much of the way, they had the benefit of 
the great road to Cuzco, and “ nothing in Christendom ", 
exclaims Hernando Pizarro, “equals the magnificence of 
this road across the sierra". In some places, the rocky 
ridges were so precipitous, that steps were cut in them 
for the travellers ; and though the sides were protected 
by heavy stone balustrades or parapets, it was with the 
greatest difficulty that the horses were enabled to scale 
them. The road was frequently crossed by streams, over 
which bridges of wood and sometimes of stone were 
thrown ; though occasionally, along the declivities of the 
mountains, the waters swept down in such furious tor- 
rents, that the only method of j>assing them was by the 
swinging bridges of osier, of which, till now, the Spaniards 
had had little experience. They were secured on either 
bank to heavy buttresses of stone. But as they were 
originally designed for nothing heavier than the foot- 
passenger and the llama, and, as they had something 
exceedingly fragile in their appearance, the Spaniards 
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hesitated to venture on them with their horses. Experi- 
ence, however, soon showed they were capable of bearing 
a much greater weight ; and though the traveller, made 
giddy by the vibration of the long avenue, looked with a 
reeling brain into the torrent that was tumbling at the 
depth of a hundred feet or more below him, the whole 
of the cavalry effected their passage without an accident 
At these bridges, it may be remarked, they found persons 
stationed whose business it was to collect toll for the 
government from all travellers. 

The table-land and its declivities were thickly sprinkled 
with hamlets and towns, some of them of considerable 
size ; and the country, in every direction, bore the marks 
of a thrifty husbandry. Fields of Indian corn were to be 
seen in all its different stages, from the green and tender 
ear to the yellow ripeness of harvest time. As they 
descended into the valleys and deep ravines that divided 
the crests of the Cordilleras, they were surrounded by the 
vegetation of a warmer climate, which delighted the eye 
with the gay livery of a thousand bright colours, and 
intoxicated the senses with its perfumes. Everywhere 
the natural capacities of the soil were stimulated by a 
minute system of irrigation, which drew the fertilizing 
moisture from every stream and rivulet that rolled down 
the declivities of the Andes ; while the terraced sides of 
the mountains were clothed with gardens and orchards 
that teemed with fruits of various latitudes. 

Whether from the commands of the Inca, or from the 
awe which their achievements had spread throughout 
the land, the Conquerors were received, in every place 
through which they passed, with hospitable kindness. 
Ivodgings were provided for them, with ample refresh- 
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ments from the well-stored magazines, distributed at 
intervals along the route. In many of the towns the 
inhabitants came out to welcome them with singing and 
dancing ; and, when they resumed their march, a number 
of able-bodied porters were furnished to carry forward 
their baggage. 

At length, after some weeks of travel — severe even 
with all these appliances— Hernando Pizarro arrived before 
the city of Pachacamac. It was a place of considerable 
population, and the edifices were, many of them, sub- 
stantially built. The temple of the tutelar deity consisted 
of a vast stone building, or rather pile of buildings, which, 
clustering around a conical hill, had the air of a fortress 
rather than a religious establishment. But, though the 
walls were of stone, the roof was composed of a light 
thatch, as usual in countries where rain seldom or never 
falls, and where defence, consequently, is wanted chiefly 
against the rays of the sun. 

Presenting himself at the lower entrance of the temple, 
Hernando Pizarro was refused admittance by the 
guardians of the portal. But, exclaiming that l< he had 
come too far to be stayed by the arm of an Indian 
priest ”, he forced his way into the passage, and, fol- 
lowed by his men, wound up the gallery which led to 
an area on the summit of the mount, at one end of 
which stood a sort of chapel. This was the sanctuary 
of the dread deity. The door was garnished with orna- 
ments of crystal, and with turquoises and bits of coraL 
Here again the Indians would have dissuaded Pizarro 
from violating the consecrated precincts, when, at that 
moment, the shock of an earthquake, that made the 
ancient walls tremble to their foundation, so alarmed the 
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natives, both those of Pizarro's own company and the 
people of the place, that they fled in dismay, nothing 
doubting that their incensed deity would bury the 
invaders under the ruins, or consume them with its 
lightnings. But no such terror found its way into the 
breast of the Conquerors, who felt that here, at least, 
they were fighting the good fight of the Faith. 

Tearing open the door, Pizarro and his party entered. 
But instead of a hall blazing, as they had fondly imagined, 
with gold and precious stones, offerings of the worshippers 
of Pachacamac, they found themselves in a small and 
obscure apartment, or rather den, from the floor and 
sides of which steamed up the most offensive odours — 
like those of a slaughter-house. It was the place of 
sacrifice. A few pieces of gold and some emeralds were 
discovered on the ground, and, as their eyes became 
accommodated to the darkness, they discerned in the 
most retired corner of the room the figure of the deity. 
It was an uncouth monster, made of wood, with the head 
resembling that of a man. This was the god through 
whose lips Satan had breathed forth the far-famed oracles 
which had deluded his Indian votaries ! 

Tearing the idol from its recess, the indignant Spaniards 
dragged it into the open air, and there broke it into A 
hundred fragments. The place was then purified, and 
a large cross, made of stone and plaster, was erected on 
the spot. 

The simple natives, finding that Heaven had no bolts 
in store for the Conquerors, and that their god had no 
power to prevent the profanation of his shrine, came in 
gradually and tendered their homage to the strangers, 
whom they now regarded with feelings of superstitious 
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awe. Pizarro profited by this temper to wean them, if 
possible, from their idolatry; and though no preacher 
himself, as he tells us, he delivered a discourse as 
edifying, doubtless, as could be expected from the mouth 
of a soldier; and* in conclusion, he taught them the 
sign of the cross, as an inestimable talisman to secure 
them against the future machinations of the Devil. 

But the Spanish commander was not so absorbed in 
his spiritual labours as not to have an eye to those 
temporal concerns for which he came into this quarter. 
He now found, to his chagrin, that he had come some- 
what too late; and that the priests of Pachacamac, 
being advised of his mission, had secured much the 
greater part of the gold, and decamped with it before 
his arrival. A quantity was afterwards discovered 
* buried in the grounds adjoining. Still the amount 
obtained was considerable, falling little short of eighty 
thousand Castellanos, a sum which once would have 
been deemed a compensation for greater fatigues than 
they had encountered. But the Spaniards had become 
familiar with gold ; and their imaginations, kindled by 
the romantic adventures in which they had of late been 
engaged, indulged in visions which ail the gold of Peru 
would scarcely have realized. 

One prize, however, Hernando obtained by his expe- 
dition* which went far to console him for the loss of 
his treasure. While at Pachacamac, he learned that 
the Indian commander Challcuchima lay with a large 
force in the neighbourhood of Xauxa, a town of some 
strength at a considerable distance among the moun- 
tains. This man, who was nearly related to Atahuallpa, 
was his most experienced general, and together with 
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Quizquiz, now at Cuzco, had achieved those victories 
at the south which placed the Inca on the throne. 
From his birth, his talents, and his large experience, 
he was accounted second to no subject in the kingdom. 
Pizarro was aware of the importance of securing his 
person. Finding that the Indian noble declined to meet 
him on his return, he determined to march at once on 
Xauxa and take the chief in his own quarters. Such 
a scheme, considering the enormous disparity of num- 
bers, might seem desperate, even for Spaniards; but 
success had given them such confidence, that they 
hardly condescended to calculate chances. 

The road across the mountains presented greater diffi- 
culties than those on the former march. To add to the 
troubles of the cavalry, the shoes of their horses were 
worn out, and their hoofs suffered severely on the rough 
and stony ground. There was no iron at hand, nothing 
but gold and silver. In the present emergency they 
turned even these to account; and Pizarro caused the 
horses of the whole troop to be shod with silver. The 
work was done by the Indian smiths, and it answered 
so well, that in this precious material they found a sub- 
stitute for iron during the remainder of the march. 

Xauxa was a large and populous place; though we 
shall hardly credit the assertion of the Conquerors, 
that a hundred thousand persons assembled habitually in 
the great square of the city. The Peruvian commander 
was encamped, it was said, with an army of five and 
thirty thousand men at only a few miles* distance from 
the town. With some difficulty he was persuaded to an 
interview with Pizarro. The latter addressed him 
courteously, and urged his return with him to the 
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Castilian quarters in Caxamalca, representing it as the 
command of the Inca. Ever since the capture of his 
master, Chailcuchima had remained uncertain what 
course to take. The capture of the Inca in this sudden 
and mysterious manner by a race of beings who seemed 
to have dropped from the clouds, and that, too, in the 
very hour of his triumph, had entirely bewildered the 
Peruvian chief. He had concerted no plan for the 
rescue of Atahuallpa ; nor, indeed, did he know whether 
any such movement would be acceptable to him. He 
now acquiesced in his commands, and was willing, at all 
events, to have a personal interview with his sovereign. 
Pizarro gained his end without being obliged to strike a 
single blow to effect it. The barbarian, when brought 
into contact with the white man, would seem to have 
♦ been rebuked by his superior genius, in the same 
manner as the wild animal of the forest is said to quail 
before the steady glance of the hunter. 

Chailcuchima came attended by a numerous retinue. 
He was borne in his sedan on the shoulders of his 
vassals ; and, as he accompanied the Spaniards on their 
return through the country, received everywhere from the 
inhabitants the homage paid only to the favourite of a 
monarch. Yet all this pomp vanished on his entering 
the presence of the Inca, whom he approached with his 
feet bare, while a light burden, which he had taken from 
one of the attendants, was laid on his back. As he drew 
near, the old warrior, raising his hands to heaven, 
exclaimed, — M Would that I had been here 1 — this would 
not then have happened"; then, kneeling down, he 
kissed the hands and feet of his royal master, and 
bathed them with his tears. Atahuallpa, on his part. 
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betrayed not the least emotion, and showed no other 
sign of satisfaction at the presence of his favourite coun- 
sellor, than by simply bidding him welcome. The cold 
demeanour of the monarch contrasted strangely with 
the loyal sensibility of the subject. 

The rank of the Inca placed him at an immeasurable 
distance above the proudest of his vassals; and the 
Spaniards had repeated occasion to admire the ascen- 
dency which, even in his present fallen fortunes, he 
maintained over his people, and the awe with which they 
approached him. 

Atahuallpa in his confinement continued to receive the 
same respectful treatment from the Spaniards as hitherto. 
They taught him to play with dice, and the more intricate 
game of chess, in which the royal captive became expert, 
and loved to beguile with it the tedious hours of his 
imprisonment Towards his own people he maintained 
as far as possible his wonted state and ceremonial. He 
was attended by his wives, who, as was customary, 
waited on him at table and discharged the other menial 
offices about his person. A body of Indian nobles were 
stationed in the antechamber, but never entered the 
presence unbidden ; and when they did enter it, they 
submitted to the same humiliating ceremonies imposed 
on the greatest of his subjects. The service of his table 
was gold and silver plate. His dress, which he often 
changed, was composed of the wool of the vicuna 
wrought into mantles, so fine that it had the appearance 
of silk. He sometimes exchanged these for a robe made 
of the skins of bats, as soft and sleek as velvet Round 
his head he wore the l/autu, a woollen turban, or shawl 
of the most delicate texture, wreathed in folds of various 
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bright colours ; and he still continued to encircle his 
temples with the berta, the crimson threads of which, 
mingled with gold, descended so as partly to conceal his 
eyes. The image of royalty had charms for him, when 
its substance had departed. No garment or utensil that 
had once belonged to the Peruvian sovereign could ever 
be used by another. When he laid it aside, it was 
carefully deposited in a chest, kept for the purpose, and 
afterwards burned. It would have been sacrilege to 
apply to vulgar uses that which had been consecrated 
by the touch of the Inca. 

Not long after the arrival of the party from Pachaca- 
mac, in the latter part of May, the three emissaries 
returned from Cuzco. They had been very successful in 
their mission. Owing to the Inca’s order, and the awe 
* which the white men now inspired throughout the 
country, the Spaniards had everywhere met with a kind 
reception. They had been carried on the shoulders of 
the natives in the kamacas , or sedans, of the country; 
and, as they had travelled all the way to the capital on 
the great imperial road, along which relays of Indian 
carriers were established at stated intervals, they per 
formed this journey of more than six hundred miles, not 
only without inconvenience, but with the most luxurious 
ease. They passed through many populous towns, and 
always found the simple natives disposed to venerate 
them as beings of a superior nature. In Cuzco they 
were received with public festivities, were sumptuously 
lodged, and had every want anticipated by the obsequious 
devotion of the inhabitants. 

Their accounts of the capital confirmed all that Pizarro 
had before beard of the wealth and population of the 
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city* Though they had remained more than a week in 
this place, the emissaries had not seen the whole of it 
The great temple of the Sun they found literally covered 
with plates of gold. They had entered the interior and 
beheld the royal mummies, seated each in his gold- 
embossed chair, and in robes profusely covered with 
ornaments. The Spaniards had the grace to respect 
these, as they had been previously enjoined by the Inca ; 
but they required that the plates which garnished the 
walls should be all removed. The Peruvians most 
reluctantly acquiesced in the commands of their 
sovereign to desecrate the national temple, which every 
inhabitant of the city regarded with peculiar pride and 
veneration. With less reluctance they assisted the Con- 
querors in stripping the ornaments from some of the 
other edifices, where the gold, however, being mixed with 
a large proportion of alloy, was of much less value. 

The number of plates they tore from the temple of the 
Sun was seven hundred ; and though of no great thick- 
ness, probably, they are compared in size to the lid of a 
chest, ten or twelve inches wide. A cornice of pure gold 
encircled the edifice, but so strongly set in the stone, that 
it fortunately defied the efforts of the spoilers. The 
Spaniards complained of the want of alacrity shown by 
the Indians in the work of destruction, and said that 
there were other parts of the city containing buildings 
rich in gold and silver which they had not been allowed 
to see. In truth, their mission, which, at best, was a 
most ungrateful one, had been rendered doubly annoying 
by the manner in which they had executed it. The 
emissaries were men of a very low stamp, and, puffed up 
by the honours conceded to them by the natives, they 
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looked on themselves as entitled to these, and con- 
temned the poor Indians as a race immeasurably beneath 
the European. They not only showed the most dis- 
gusting rapacity, but treated the highest nobles with 
wanton insolence. The people of Cuzco were so 
exasperated, that they would have laid violent hands 
on them, but for their habitual reverence for the Inca, in 
whose name the Spaniards had come there. 

The messengers brought with them, besides silver, full 
two hundred cargas or loads of gold. This was an 
important accession to the contributions of Atahuallpa; 
and, although the treasure was still considerably below 
the mark prescribed, the monarch saw with satisfaction 
the time drawing nearer for the completion of his 
ransom. 

* Not long before this, an event had occurred which 
changed the condition of the Spaniards, and had an 
unfavourable influence on the fortunes of the Inca. This 
was the arrival of Almagro at Caxamalca, with a strong 
reinforcement. 

There was one person in Caxamalca on whom this 
arrival of the Spaniards produced a very different 
impression from that made on their own countrymen. 
This was the Inca Atahuallpa. He saw in the new- 
comers only a new swarm of locusts to devour his 
unhappy country; and he felt that, with his enemies 
thus multiplying around him, the chances were dimi- 
nished of recovering his freedom, or of maintaining 
it if recovered. A little circumstance, insignificant in 
itself, but magnified by superstition into something 
formidable, occurred at this time to cast an additional 
gloom over his situation. 
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A remarkable appearance something of the nature of a 
meteor, or it may have been a comet, was seen in the 
heavens by some soldiers and pointed out to Atahuallpa. 
He gazed on it with fixed attention for some minutes, and 
then exclaimed, with a dejected air, that “ a similar sign 
had been seen in the skies a short time before the death 
of his father, Huayna Capac From this day a sadness 
seemed to take possession of him, as he looked with 
doubt and undefined dread to the future. — Thus it is, 
that in seasons of danger, the mind, like the senses, 
becomes morbidly acute in its perceptions ; and the 
least departure from the regular course of nature, that 
would have passed unheeded in ordinary times, to the 
superstitious eye seems pregnant with meaning, as in 
some way or other connected with the destiny of the 
individual. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Immense Amount of Treasure. — Its Division among the Troops. — 
Rumours of a Rising.— Trial of the Inca. — His Execution. — 
Reflections. 

1 533 - 

The arrival of Almagro produced a considerable 
change in Pizarro’s prospects, since it enabled him to 
resume active operations, and push forward his conquests 
in the interior The only obstacle in his way was the 
Inca’s ransom ; and the Spaniards had patiently waited 
till the return of the emissaries from Cuzco swelled the 
treasure to a large amount, though still below the stipu* 
lated limit. But now their avarice got the better of their 
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forbearance, and they called loudly for the immediate 
division of the gold To wait longer would only be 
to invite the assault of their enemies, allured by a bait 
so attractive. While the treasure remain uncounted 
no man knew its value, nor what was to be his own 
portion. It was better to distribute it at once, and let 
every one possess and defend his own. Several, more- 
over, were now disposed to return home, and take their 
share of the gold with them, where they could place it in 
safety. But these were few, while much the larger part 
were only anxious to leave their present quarters, and 
march at once to Cuzco. More gold, they thought, 
awaited them in that capital titan they could get here 
by prolonging their stay ; while every hour was precious, 
to prevent the inhabitants from secreting their treasures, 
* of which design they had already given indication. 

Pizarro was especially moved by the last consideration ; 
and he felt, that without the capital, he could not hope to 
become master of the empire. Without further delay, 
the division of the treasure was agreed upon. 

Yet, before making this, it was necessary to reduce the 
whole to ingots of a uniform standard, for the spoil was 
composed of an infinite variety of articles, in which the 
gold was of very different degrees of purity. These 
articles consisted of goblets, ewers, salvers, vases of every 
shape and size, ornaments and utensils for the temple* 
and the royal palaces, tiles and plates for the decoration 
of the public edifices, curious imitations of different 
plants and animals. Among the plants, the most beauti- 
ful was the Indian corn, in which the golden ear was 
sheathed in its broad leaves of silver, from which hung 
a rich tassel of threads of the same precious metal. A 
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fountain was also much admired, which sent up a spark- 
ling jet of gold, while birds and animals of the same 
material played in the water at its base. The delicacy of 
the workmanship of some of these, and the beauty and 
ingenuity of the design, attracted the admiration of better 
judges than the rude Conquerors of Peru. 

The business of melting down the plate was entrusted 
to the Indian goldsmiths, who were thus required to 
undo the work of their own hands. They toiled day and 
night, but such was the quantity to be recast, that it 
consumed a full month. When the whole was reduced 
to bars of a uniform standard, they were nicely weighed, 
under the superintendence of the royal inspectors. The 
total amount of the gold was found to be one million, 
three hundred and twenty-six thousand, five hundred and 
thirty-nine pesos de oro , which allowing for the greater 
value of money in the sixteenth century, would be 
equivalent, probably, at the present time, to near three 
millions and a half of pounds sterling , or somewhat less 
than fifteen millions and a half of dollars . The quantity 
of silver was estimated at fifty-one thousand six hundred 
and ten marks. History affords no parallel of such a 
booty — and that, too, in the most convertible form, in 
ready money, as it were — having fallen to the lot of a 
little band of military adventurers, like the Conquerors 
of Peru. The great object of the Spanish expeditions in 
the New World was gold. It is remarkable that their 
success should have been so complete. Had they taken 
the track of the English, the French, or the Dutch, on 
the shores of the northern continent, how different would 
have been the result ! It is equally worthy of remark, 
that the wealth thus suddenly acquired, by diverting 
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them from the slow but surer and more permanent 
sources of national prosperity, has in the end glided from 
their grasp, and left them among the poorest of the 
nations of Christendom. 

Pizarro prepared, with all solemnity, for a division of 
the imperial spoil. The troops were called together in 
the great square, and the Spanish commander, “ with the 
fear of God before his eyes ”, says the record, 11 invoked 
the assistance of Heaven to do the work before him 
conscientiously and justly” The appeal may seem 
somewhat out of place at the distribution of spoil so 
unrighteously acquired ; yet, in truth, considering the 
magnitude of the treasure, and the power assumed by 
Pizarro to distribute it according to the respective deserts 
of the individuals, there were few acts of his life involving 
* a heavier responsibility. On his present decision might 
be said to hang the future fortunes of each one of his 
followers,— poverty or independence during the re- 
mainder of his days. 

The royal fifth was first deducted, including the remit- 
tance already sent to Spain. The share appropriated by 
Pizarro amounted to fifty-seven thousand two hundred 
and twenty-two pesos of gold, and two thousand three 
hundred and fifty marks of silver. He had besides this 
the great chair or throne of the Inca, of solid gold, and 
valued at twenty-five thousand pesos de oro. To his 
brother Hernando were paid thirty-one thousand and 
eighty pesos of gold, and two thousand three hundred 
and fifty marks of silver. De Soto received seventeen 
thousand seven hundred and forty pesos of gold, and 
seven hundred and twenty-four marks of silver. 
Most of the remaining cavalry, sixty in number, received 
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each eight thousand eight hundred and eighty pesos of 
gold, and three hundred and sixty-two marks of silver, 
though some had more, and a few considerably less. 
The infantry mustered in all one hundred and five men. 
Almost one-fifth of them were allowed, each, four 
thousand four hundred and forty pesos of gold, and one 
hundred and eighty marks of silver, half of the com- 
pensation of the troopers. The remainder received one- 
fourth part less ; though here again there were exceptions, 
and some were obliged to content themselves with a 
much smaller share of the spoil. 

The new church of San Francisco, the first Christian 
temple in Peru, was endowed with two thousand two 
hundred and twenty pesos of gold. The amount assigned 
to Almagro’s company was not excessive, if it was not 
more than twenty thousand pesos ; and that reserved for 
the colonists of San Miguel, which amounted only to 
fifteen thousand pesos, was unaccountably small. There 
were among them certain soldiers, who at an early period 
of the expedition, as the reader may remember, aban- 
doned the march, and returned to San Miguel. These, 
certainly, had little claim to be remembered in the 
division of booty. But the greater part of the colony 
consisted of invalids, men whose health had been broken 
by their previous hardships, but who still, with a stout 
and willing heart, did good service in their military post 
on the sea-coast. On what grounds they had forfeited 
their claims to a more ample remuneration, it is not easy 
to explain. 

The division of the ransom being completed by the 
Spaniards, there seemed to be no further obstacle to their 
resuming active operations, and commencing the march 
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to Cuzco. But what was to be done with Atahuallpa ? 
In the determination of this question, whatever was 
expedient was just. To liberate him would be to set at 
large the very man who might prove their most dangerous 
enemy ; one whose birth and royal station would rally 
round him the whole nation, place all the machinery of 
government at his control, and all its resources, — one, in 
short, whose bare word might concentrate all the energies 
of his people against the Spaniards, and thus delay for a 
long period, if not wholly defeat, the conquest of the 
country. Yet to hold him in captivity was attended with 
scarcely less difficulty : since to guard so important a 
prize would require such a division of their force as must 
greatly cripple its strength, and how could they expect, 
by any vigilance, to secure their prisoner against rescue 
in the perilous passes of the mountains ? 

The Inca himself now loudly demanded his freedom. 
The proposed amount of the ransom had, indeed, not 
been fully paid. It may be doubted whether it ever 
would have been, considering the embarrassments thrown 
in the way by the guardians of the temples, who seemed 
disposed to secret the treasures, rather than despoil these 
sacred depositories to satisfy the cupidity of the strangers. 
It was unlucky, too, for the Indian monarch, that much 
of the gold, and that of the best quality, consisted of flat 
plates or tiles, which, however valuable, lay in a compact 
form that did little towards swelling the heap. But an 
immense amount had been already realized, and it would 
have been a still greater one, the Inca might allege, but 
for the impatience of the Spaniards. At all events, it was 
a magnificent ransom, such as was never paid by prince 
or potentate before. 
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These considerations Atahuallpa urged on several of 
the cavaliers, and especially on Hernando de Soto, who 
was on terms of more familiarity with him than Pizarro. 
De Soto reported Atahuallpa’s demands to his leader: 
but the latter evaded a direct reply. He did not disclose 
the dark purposes over which his mind was brooding. 
Not long afterwards he caused the notary to prepare an 
instrument, in which he fully acquitted the Inca of further 
obligation in respect to the ransom. This he com- 
manded to be publicly proclaimed in the camp, while at 
the same time he openly declared that the safety of the 
Spaniards required that the Inca should be detained in 
confinement until they were strengthened by additional 
reinforcements. 

Meanwhile the old rumours of a meditated attack by 
the natives began to be current among the soldiers. 
They were repeated from one to another, gaining some- 
thing by every repetition. An immense army, it was 
reported, was mustering at Quito, the land of Atahuallpa’s 
birth, and thirty thousand Caribs were on their way to 
support it. The Caribs were distributed by the early 
Spaniards rather indiscriminately over the different parts 
of America, being invested with peculiar horrors as a 
race of cannibals. 

The rumours of a rising among the natives pointed to 
Atahuallpa as the author of it. Challcuchima was 
examined on the subject, but avowed his entire ignorance 
of any such design, which he pronounced a malicious 
slander. Pizarro next laid the matter before the Inca 
himself, repeating to him the stories in circulation, with 
the air of one who believed them. “What treason is 
this ”, said the general, “that you have meditated against 
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me, — me, who have ever treated you with honour, 
confiding in your words, as in those of a brother?” 
“You jest”, replied the Inca, who, perhaps, did not feel 
the weight of this confidence ; “ you are always jesting 
with me. How could I or my people think of conspiring 
against men so valiant as the Spaniards ? Do not jest 
with me thus, I beseech you.” “This”, continues 
Pizarro’s secretary, “he said in the most composed 
and natural manner, smiling all the while to dissemble 
his falsehood, so that we were all amazed to find such 
cunning in a barbarian.” 

But it was not with cunning, but with the conscious- 
ness of innocence, as the event afterwards proved, that 
Atahuallpa thus spoke to Pizarro. He readily discerned, 
however, the causes, perhaps the consequences, of the 
accusation. He saw a dark gulf opening beneath his 
feet; and he was surrounded by strangers, on none of 
whom he could lean for counsel or protection. The life 
of the captive monarch is usually short ; and Atahuallpa 
might have learned the truth of this when he thought of 
Huascar. Bitterly did he now lament the absence of 
Hernando Pizarro, for, strange as it may seem, the 
haughty spirit of this cavalier had been touched by the 
condition of the royal prisoner, and he had treated him 
with a deference which won for him the peculiar regard 
and confidence of the Indian. Yet the latter lost no 
time in endeavouring to efface the general's suspicions, 
and to establish his own innocence. “ Am I not ”, said 
he to Pizarro, “ a poor captive in your hands ? How could 
I harbour the designs you impute to me, when I should 
be the first victim of the outbreak ? And you little 
know my people, if you think that such a movement 
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would be made without my orders; when the very 
birds in my dominions ”, said he, with somewhat of a 
hyperbole, “would scarcely venture to fly contrary to 
my will.” 

But these protestations of innocence had little 'effect 
on the troops; among whom the story of a general 
rising of the natives continued to gain credit every hour. 
A large force, it was said, was already gathered at 
Guamachucho, not a hundred miles from the camp, and 
their assault might be hourly expected. The treasure 
which the Spaniards had acquired afforded a tempting 
prize, and their own alarm was increased by the appre- 
hension of losing it. The patrols were doubled. The 
horses were kept saddled and bridled. The soldiers 
slept on their arms ; Pizarro went the rounds regularly 
to see that every sentinel was on his post. The little 
army, in short, was in a state of preparation for instant 
attack. 

Men suffering from fear are not likely to be too 
scrupulous as to the means of removing the cause of 
it. Murmurs, mingled with gloomy menaces, were now 
heard against the Inca, the author of these machina- 
tions. Many began to demand his life as necessary to 
the safety of the army. 

To these dark suggestions Pizarro turned — or seemed 
to turn — an unwilling ear, showing visible reluctance to 
proceed to extreme measures with his prisoner. There 
were some few, and among others Hernando de Soto, 
who supported him in these views, and who regarded 
such measures as not at all justified by the evidence of 
Atahuallpa’s guilt. In this state of things, the Spanish 
commander determined to send a small detachment to 
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Guamachucho, to reconnoitre the country and ascertain 
what ground there was for the rumours of an insurrec- 
tion. De Soto was placed at the head of the expedition, 
which, as the distance was not great, would occupy but 
a few days. 

After that cavaliers departure, the agitation among 
the soldiers, instead of diminishing, increased to such 
a degree, that Pizarro, unable to resist their importunities, 
consented to bring Atahuallpa to instant trial. It was but 
decent, and certainly safer, to have the forms of a trial. 
A court was organized, over which the two captains, 
Pizarro and Almagro, were to preside as judges. An 
attorney-general was named to prosecute for the Crown, 
and counsel was assigned to the prisoner. 

♦ The charges preferred against the Inca, drawn up in 
the form of interrogatories, were twelve in number. The 
most important were, that he had usurped the crown and 
assassinated his brother Huascar ; that he had squandered 
the public revenues since the conquest of the country by 
the Spaniards, and lavished them on his kindred and his 
minions ; that he was guilty of idolatry, and of adulterous 
practices, indulging openly in a plurality of wives ; 
finally, that he had attempted to excite an insurrection 
against the Spaniards. 

These charges, most of which had reference to national 
usages, or to the personal relations of the Inca, over which 
the Spanish conquerors had clearly no jurisdiction, are 
so absurd, that they might well provoke a smile, did they 
not excite a deeper feeling. The last of the charges was 
the only one of moment in such a trial ; and the weak- 
ness of this may be inferred from the care taken to 
bolster it up with the others. The mere specification of 
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the articles must have been sufficient to show that the 
doom of the Inca was already sealed. 

A number of Indian witnesses were examined, and 
their testimony, filtrated through interpretation received, 
it is said, when necessary, a very different colouring from 
that of the original. The examination was soon ended, 
and a “ warm discussion ”, as we are assured by one of 
Pizarro’s own secretaries, “ took place in respect to the 
probable good or evil that would result from the death of 
Atahuallpa It was a question of expediency. He was 
found guilty, — whether of all the crimes alleged we are 
not informed, — and he was sentenced to be burnt alive 
in the great square of Caxamalca. The sentence was to 
be carried into execution that very night. They were 
not even to wait for the return of De Soto, when the 
information he would bring would go far to establish the 
truth or the falsehood of the reports respecting the insur- 
rection of the natives. It was desirable to obtain the 
countenance of Father Valverde to these proceedings, 
and a copy of the judgment was submitted to the friar 
for his signature, which he gave without hesitation, 
declaring that, “ in his opinion, the Inca, at all events, 
deserved death 

Yet there were some few in that martial conclave who 
resisted these high-handed measures. They considered 
them as a poor requital of all the favours bestowed on 
them by the Inca, who hitherto had received at their 
hands nothing but wrong. They objected to the 
evidence as wholly insufficient; and they denied the 
authority of such a tribunal to sit in judgment on a 
sovereign prince in the heart of his own dominions. If 
he were to be tried, he should be sent to Spain, and his 
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cause brought before the Emperor, who alone had power 
to determine it 

But the great majority — and they were ten to one — 
overruled these objections, by declaring there was no 
doubt of Atahuallpas guilt, and they were willing to 
assume the responsibility of his punishment. A full 
account of the proceedings would be sent to Castile, and 
the Emperor should be informed who were the loyal 
servants of the Crown, and who were its enemies. The 
dispute ran so high, that for a time it menaced an open 
and violent rupture ; till, at length, convinced that 
resistance was fruitless, the weaker party, silenced, but 
not satisfied, contented themselves with entering a 
written protest against these proceedings, which would 
leave an indelible stain on the names of all concerned in 
them. 

When the sentence was communicated to the Inca, he 
was greatly overcome by it. He had, indeed, for some 
time, looked to such an issue as probable, and had been 
heard to intimate as much to those about him. But the 
probability of such an event is very different from its 
certainty, — and that, too, so sudden and speedy. For a 
moment, the overwhelming conviction of it unmanned 
him, and he exclaimed, with tears in his eyes, — “ What 
have I done, or my children, that I should meet such a 
fate? And from your hands, too”, said he, addressing 
Pizarro ; “ you, who have met with friendship and kind- 
ness from my people, with whom I have shared my 
treasures, who have received nothing but benefits from 
my hands ! ” In the most piteous tones, he then 
implored that his life might be spared, promising any 
guarantee that might be required for the safety of every 
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Spaniard in the army, — promising double the ransom he 
had already paid, if time were only given him to 
obtain it 

An eyewitness assures us that Pizarro was visibly 
affected, as he turned away from the Inca, to whose 
appeal he had no power to listen, in opposition to the 
voice of the army, and to his own sense of what was due 
to the security of the country. Atahuallpa, finding he 
had no power to turn his Conqueror from his purpose, 
recovered his habitual self-possession, and from that 
moment submitted himself to his fate with the courage 
of an Indian warrior. 

The doom of the Inca was proclaimed by sound of 
trumpet, in the great square of Caxamalca ; and, two 
hours after sunset, the Spanish soldiery assembled by 
torch-light in the plaza to witness the execution of the 
sentence. It was on the twenty-ninth of August, 1533. 
Atahuallpa was led out chained hand and foot, — for he 
had been kept in irons ever since the great excitement 
had prevailed in the army respecting an assault. Father 
Vicente de Valverde was at his side, striving to ad- 
minister consolation, and, if possible, to persuade him 
at this last hour to abjure his superstition and embrace 
the religion of his Conquerors. He was willing to save 
the soul of his victim from the terrible expiation in the 
next world, to which he had so cheerfully consigned his 
mortal part in this. 

When Atahuallpa was bound to the stake, with the 
fagots that were to kindle his funeral pile lying around 
him, Valverde, holding up the cross, besought him to 
embrace it and be baptized, promising that, by so doing, 
the painful death to which he had been sentenced should 
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be commuted for the milder form of the garrofe , — a 
mode of punishment by strangulation, used for criminals 
in Spain. 

The unhappy monarch asked if this were really so, 
and, on its being confirmed by Pizarro, he consented to 
abjure his own religion, and receive baptism. The 
ceremony was performed by Father Valverde, and the 
new convert received the name of Juan de Atahuallpa, — 
the name of Juan being conferred in honour of John the 
Baptist, on whose day the event took place. 

Atahuallpa expressed a desire that his remains might 
be transported to Quito, the place of his birth, to be 
preserved with those of his maternal ancestors. Then 
turning to Pizarro, as a last request, he implored him 
to take compassion on his young children, and receive 
them under his protection. Was there no other one in 
that dark company who stood grimly around him, to 
w T hom he could look for the protection of his offspring? 
Perhaps he thought there was no other so competent to 
afford it, and that the wishes so solemnly expressed in 
that hour might meet with respect even from his 
Conqueror. Then, recovering his stoical bearing, which 
for a moment had been shaken, he submitted himself 
calmly to his fate — while the Spaniards, gathering around, 
muttered their credos for the salvation of his soul ! Thus 
by the death of a vile malefactor perished the last of the 
Incas ! 

I have already spoken of the person and the qualities 
of Atahuallpa. He had a handsome countenance, 
though with an expression somewhat too fierce to be 
pleasing. His frame was muscular and well propor- 
tioned ; his air commanding ; and his deportment in the 
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Spanish quarters had a degree of refinement, the more 
interesting that it was touched with melancholy. He is 
accused of having been cruel in his wars, and bloody in 
his revenge. It may be true, but the pencil of an enemy 
would be likely to overcharge the shadows of the 
portrait. He is allowed to have been bold, high-minded, 
and liberal. All agree that he showed singular pene- 
tration and quickness of perception. His exploits as a 
warrior had placed his valour beyond dispute. The best 
homage to it is the reluctance shown by the Spaniards 
to restore him to freedom. They dreaded him as an 
enemy, and they had done him too many wrongs to 
think that he could be their friend. Yet his conduct 
towards them from the first had been most 
friendly ; and they repaid it with 
imprisonment, robbery, and 
death. 






